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Boston  Police  Arrest  30  Men  in  Bar  Raid 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON — Thirty  men  were 
arrested  July  26  and  charged  with 
“open  and  gross  lewdness”  in  an 
early-morning  vice  squad  raid  on 
the  Quagmire  bar  basement. 

Police  also  arrested  the  bar’s 
manager,  Barcaly  Churchill,  and 
owner,  Lloyd  Swanson,  charging 
them  with  a  number  of  counts, 
including  the  keeping  of  a  house  of 
ill  fame  and  the  dissemination  of 
obscene  matter. 

Robert  O’Toole  of  the  Boston 
Police  Department  Information 
Services  said  that  vice  officers 
staged  the  raid  in  response  to  citi¬ 
zen  complaints. 

“Two  or  three  people  called  up 
and  complained  and  said  they  had 
been  there  and  didn’t  like  what 
was  going  on,”  O’Toole  said. 

The  men  arrested  were  taken  to 
the  District  4  police  station  where 
they  were  booked  and  held  on  $100 
bail.  A  person  at  the  station 
arranged  releases  and  sold  bail 
bonds  for  $10  apiece.  Arraign- 


By  Morgan  Pinney 

NEW  YORK- Ronald  Crumpley 
has  been  found  “not  responsible 
by  reason  of  mental  disease  or 
defect”  for  the  murders  of  two  gay 
men  and  the  attempted  murders  of 
seven  others  in  a  shooting  spree  in 
Manhattan’s  Greenwhich  Village 
last  November. 

Crumpley  used  a  variety  of  stolen 
weapons  in  that  attack,  including 
an  UZI  machine  gun,  and  he  did  it 
on  a  Wednesday  night  only  be¬ 
cause  he  could  not  wait  until  Fri¬ 
day  night,  when  he  knew  more 
potential  victims  would  be  on  the 
streets  of  the  Village.  He  was 
heading  for  Canada  ahead  of 
police,  who  were  seeking  him  in 
connection  with  a  bank  robbery  he 


had  committed  a  day  earlier. 

For  homosexuals,  this  entire 
sordid  story  has  been  a  no-win 
situation  right  from  the  beginning, 
when  nine  of  our  brothers  faced 
the  business  end  of  this  homo¬ 
phobe’s  arsenal;  two  of  them  are 
dead,  several  others  are  crippled 
for  life.  And  all  of  us  were  on  trial 
when  the  court  procedings  finally 
began  this  month.  Homosexuality 
was  brought  up  hundreds  of  times, 
and  yet  there  was  no  one  there  to 
defend  us.  There  were  no  gays  on 
the  jury,  no  openly-gay  officers  of 
the  court.  Our  only  possible  de¬ 
fender  was  assistant  district  at¬ 
torney  Rachael  Gordon,  who 
chose  instead  to  present  a  fairly 
simple  case  of  the  details  of  the 
murders  and  attempted  murders 
and  the  robberies  in  Virginia  which 
preceded  them. 

Defense  attorney  Stephen 
Cooper  presented  what  laymen 
call  an  “insanity”  plea,  saying  that 
Crumpley  didn’t  know  right  from 
wrong  when  he  pulled  the  trigger 
and  that  he  didn’t  know  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  his  acts.  Cooper  called 
to  the  stand  psychiatrists  who 
called  Crumpley  a  paranoid- 
schizophrenic  and  even  a  latent 
homosexual.  He  put  Crumpley  on 
the  stand  to  say  that  homosexuals 
were  demons,  not  people,  who 
constantly  harassed  him  on  the 
streets,  sometimes  at  a  distance  of 
a  whole  city  block.  AndCrumpley 


ments  were  held  July  27  in  Suffolk 
County  Municipal  Court,  and 
trials  were  set  for  August  25. 

One  customer  arrested  in  the 
raid  told  GCN  that  police  entered 
the  basement  of  the  bar  at 
approximately  1:45  a.m.,  closed 
off  all  the  exits  and  began  making 
arrests. 

According  to  that  customer, 
there  were  marked  discrepancies 
between  police  testimony  at  the 
arraignment  and  the  circum¬ 
stances  surrounding  the  arrests. 

“There  were  probably  45  to  50 
people  at  most  in  the  place  when 
the  police  raided  it  and  today  they 
stated  that  40  people  escaped 
through  the  back  entrance,”  the 
customer  claimed. 

“In  court  this  morning,  the 
detective  went  up  to  the  bench  and 
made  the  statement  that  when  he 
walked  downstairs,  the  first  thing 
he  saw  was  that  everybody  was  dis¬ 
robed,  and  that’s  not  true.  .  .  . 
Nobody  was  disrobed  down  there. 
.  .  .  when  he  came  downstairs, 


punished  them  too:  he  had  stabbed 
them,  clubbed  them,  and  broken 
the  bones  in  his  hand  from  pun¬ 
ching  them  so  many  times.  If 
Crumpley  can  be  believed,  we  were 
threatened  for  a  long  time  by  this 
man  before  he  came  after  us  with 
guns  last  November. 

As  amazing  as  it  may  sound, 
once  an  insanity  defense  is  made, 
the  burden  of  proof  falls  on  the 
prosecution  to  establish  the  defen¬ 
dant’s  sanity  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt.  The  law  seems  to  say  that  a 
person  is  presumed  insane  until 
proven  sane.  It  boggles  the  mind, 
but  it  is  probably  this  precise  point 
which  swayed  the  jury.  They  de¬ 
liberated  for  three  days  and  asked 
for  much  testimony  to  be  re-read 


to  them,  including  the  judge’s  in¬ 
structions  on  this  legal  point. 

There  was  no  way  for  gay  people 
to  win  this  case,  even  though 
homosexuality  was  so  much  on 
trial.  While  at  first  glance  it  may 
seem  comforting  that  a  jury  ruled 
a  man  insane  who  killed  homosex¬ 
uals  because  they  were  demons, 
the  verdict  is  at  the  same  time  a 
mere  slap  on  the  wrist  for  a  man 
whose  belief  that  homosexuals  are 
preditors  is  not  much  different 
from  Anita  Bryant’s,  or  whose 
belief  that  homosexuals  are  a 
blasphemy  against  god  concurs 
with  Jerry  Falwell’s,  or  whose 


desire  to  save  America  from 
foreign-inspired,  well-financed 
homosexuals  sounds  an  awful  lot 
like  Alexander  Haig. 

The  unspoken  defense  in  this 
trial  was  homophobia.  Defense  at¬ 
torney  Cooper  was  pulling  out  the 
deepest  fears  of  the  jurors  about 
gay  people  —  and  he  was  suc¬ 
cessful.  In  the  final  analysis,  this 
jury  of  ordinary,  and  straight, 
citizens  could  not  send  Ronald 
Crumpley  to  prison  as  a  common 
murderer  when  he  was  acting  on 
impulses  which  were  different 


everybody  he  saw  was  just  stand¬ 
ing  there  watching  the  movie.” 

Police  seized  an  allegedly  porno¬ 
graphic  film  being  shown  in  the 
basement  and  charged  Chruchill 
and  Swanson  with  dissemination 
of  obscene  matter  and  unlicensed 
exhibition  of  movies  on  Sunday. 

Other  charges  filed  against  the 
two  stated  that  they  “did  induce 
patrons  to  engage  in  immoral 
conduct,”  “did  knowingly  suffer 
unknown  males  to  resort  to  or  to 


By  Philip  Shehadi 
NEW  YORK— Ronald  Crump¬ 
ley,  the  man  who  tried  to  kill  as 
many  gay  men  as  he  could  in  a 
Greenwich  Village  shooting  spree 
last  November,  was  found  “not 
responsible”  for  his  acts  by  reason 
of  insanity  by  a  Manhattan  jury  on 
July  24.  The  attack  killed  two  and 
wounded  six  others  (see  GCN, 


from  their  own  only  in  degree.  It’s 
an  old  story  by  now.  Exactly  the 
same  after-all-he’s-just-one-of-us 
thinking  got  Dan  White  only  five 
years  in  jail  for  killing  the  mayor 
and  an  elected  official  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Like  Crumpley,  White  was  a 
former  cop  and  his  victims  were  a 
queer  and  a  queer-liberal  sympa¬ 
thizer.  A  little  farther  back  in  time. 
Lt.  William  Calley  was  pardoned 
by  Richard  Nixon  for  ordering  the 
murders  of  hundreds  of  Viet¬ 
namese  villagers.  Calley  was 
“defending  his  country”  and  his 
victims  were  only  “gooks.” 

Defense  attorney  Cooper  was 
merely  following  in  that  same 
grand  tradition  as  he  led  his  client 
through  references  to  god  and 
country  ad  nauseum,  but  then  he 
added  a  layer  of  homophobia  as  he 
persued  what  has  become  common 
practice  whenever  a  homosexual  is 
the  victim:  he  made  the  gay 
lifestyle  the  real  defendant  in  the 
case. 

References  to  homosexuality  by 
the  defense  attorney  abounded 
throughout  the  trial.  “Straight” 
witnesses  were  asked  suddenly, 
and  without  warning,  “Are  you  a 
homosexual?”  In  every  case  the 
witness  was  shocked.  Being  ac¬ 
cused  of  homosexuality  is  a  terri¬ 
ble  thing  after  all.  The  gay 
witnesses  and  victims  had  to  face 
numerous  questions  about 
whether  they  had  had  sex  with 
each  other,  the  manner  in  which 
gays  cruise  one  another,  how  one 
can  spot  a  homosexual,  whether 
they  had  sought  counselling  for 
their  condition.  While  most  of  the 


questions  were  objected  to  by  the 
prosecution  and  the  objections 
were  sustained  by  Judge  James  J. 
Leff,  they  were  nonetheless 
brought  up  with  each  new  gay 
witness,  and  the  jury  was  clearly 
left  with  the  impression  that 
homosexuals  lead  bizarre  lives  and 
are  undeserving  of  their  sympathy. 

Prosecuter  Gordon  just  didn’t 
mount  any  defense  or  counter¬ 
attack  against  this  homophobia, 
nor  did  she  even  mention  it  in  her 
summation.  She  seemed  unaware 
Continued  on  page  3 


be  in  said  place  for  the  purpose  of 
immoral  solicitation  and  immoral 
bargaining,”  and  “did  keep  a 
house  of  ill  fame  for  the  purpose 
of  lewdness  in  which  the  patrons 
did  commit  unnatural  acts.” 

Churchill  and  Swanson  declined 
to  comment  on  the  case  until  their 
lawyer,  who  is  in  California, 
returns  to  Boston. 

“They  were  harassing  people,” 
one  source  told  GCN.  “There  was 
one  poor  old  man  there — they 


Vol.  8,  No.  19). 

“I  expected  this  decision  after 
hearing  the  psychiatric  testimony 
for  the  defense,”  said  Bob  Down¬ 
ing,  one  of  numerous  gay  people 
who  closely  followed  the  trial  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Three  defense  psychiatrists  testi¬ 
fied  that  Crumpley  suffered  from 
paranoid  schizophrenia.  One,  Dr. 
Daniel  Schwartz,  produced  evi¬ 
dence  that  Crumpley  felt  he  was  an 
agent  of  God  at  the  time  of  the 
shootings  and  was  unaware  of  the 
wrongness  of  his  acts. 

Another,  Dr.  John  Baer  Train, 
testified  that  Crumpley  had  suf¬ 
fered  hallucinations  for  several 
years  and  that  he  believed  that 
homosexuals  were  “demons”  he 
had  to  get  rid  of  to  protect  himself 
and  the  nation. 

Response  in  New  York’s  gay 
community  to  the  jury’s  decision 
was  muted.  There  were  no  major 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

NASHVILLE,  TN  —  A  lesbian 
mother,  Jane  Jones  (not  her  real 
name),  who  lost  custody  of  her 
four-year-old  son  to  the  child’s  fa¬ 
ther  this  past  March  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  8,  No.  42),  has  filed  an 
appeal  to  have  the  ruling 
overturned. 

Abby  Rubenfeld,  Jones’s  attor¬ 
ney,  told  GCN  that  an  appeal  was 
filed  .on  July  21  with  the  Tennes¬ 
see  Court  of  Appeals,  Eastern 
Section,  in  Knoxville.  Oral  argu¬ 
ments  are  set  to  be  heard  Septem¬ 
ber  15. 

According  to  Rubenfeld,  the 
mother  has  a  good  chance  of  re¬ 
gaining  custody.  “In  this  particu¬ 
lar  case,  just  factually  and  on  the 
basis  of  established  Tennessee 
law,  we  should  win  on  the  appeal. 
The  judgment  should  come  any¬ 
time  from  one  week  to  a  few 
months  after  oral  arguments.  I 
think  this  case  is  real  clear-cut  and 
that  they  could  give  us  a  decision 
real  soon  [after  September  15],” 
Rubenfeld  told  GCN. 

Rubenfeld  explained  that  the 
appeal  rests  on  three  main  issues. 
She  said,  “As  a  matter  of  law  the 
father  failed  to  prove  that  there 
was  any  change  of  circumstances 
having  an  adverse  effect  on  the 
child,  which  is  the  standard  here 
upon  which  a  custody  change  is  to 
be  made.  So  just  as  a  matter  of 
law,  without  getting  into  lesbian¬ 
ism  or  anything  else,  they  didn’t 
prove  that.  Secondly,  we’re  argu¬ 
ing  that  the  record  shows  that  it  is 
in  the  best  interests  of  this  child  to 
stay  with  his  mother.  He  has  bet¬ 
ter  opportunites  for  his  handicap 
[cerebral  palsy]  if  he  stays  in 
Nashville  with  his  mother.  And 
thirdly,  we’re  alleging  some  con¬ 
stitutional  issues  as  well,  such  as 


made  him  take  off  his  wig  so  they 
could  see  what  he  looked  like 
without  it.  .  .  .  They  were  just 
being  generally  abusive.  But  1 
don’t  think  that’s  just  because  [the 
men  arrested]  were  gay.  1  think 
that’s  just  because  that’s  the  way 
police  are.” 

“I  hope  the  whole  thing  is 
resolved.  1  don’t  want  to  hear  a 
verdict  of  ‘continued,’  1  want  to 
hear  ‘dismissed,’  because  the 
whole  thing  is  ridiculous.” 


meetings  or  rallies  of  protest. 
While  some  activists  were  out¬ 
raged,  the  prevailing  sentiment 
was  that  “Crumpley  really  was 
insane,”  as  one  man  on  Christo¬ 
pher  Street  put  it  the  day  after  the 
verdict. 

The  psychiatrist  for  the  prose¬ 
cution  (there  was  only  one) 
pointed  out  some  contradictions 
between  the  videotaped  confession 
Crumpley  made  immediately  after 
the  shootings  and  his  testimony  in 
court,  suggesting  that,  either  con¬ 
sciously  or  unconsciously, 
Crumpley  may  have  exaggerated 
his  mental  condition.  In  the  court¬ 
room,  for  example,  Crumpley 
testified  that  he  did  not  see  his 
victims  fall,  which  proved  to  him 
that  they  were  “ghosts”  and  not 
real  human  beings.  In  the  con¬ 
fession,  however,  he  said,  “They 
fell  right  at  the  front  end  of  the 
Continued  on  page  6 


due  process  violations,  right  to  as¬ 
sociation,  and  right  to  privacy.” 

Pending  the  appeal,  Rubenfeld 
is  trying  to  improve  the  mother’s 
visitation  rights.  She  has  filed  a 
contempt  peititon  with  the  Brad¬ 
ley  County  Circuit  Court  to  in¬ 
crease  visitation,  specifically  to  al¬ 
low  the  child  to  stay  with  the  mo- 
Continued  on  page  3 


Prelude 

BOSTON — The  manage¬ 
ment  of  Prelude,  a  Boston 
women’s  bar,  has  obtained  a 
temporary  injunction  restrain¬ 
ing  the  June  26  revocation  of  its 
dancing  license. 

The  injunction,  issued  July 
24  in  Suffolk  County  Superior 
Court,  nullifies  a  portion  of  a 
controversial  vote  by  the 
Boston  Licensing  Board  until  a 
judicial  hearing,  scheduled  for 
September  14,  can  be  held  to 
decide  on  the  matter. 

In  their  decision  of  June  26, 
the  board  voted  to  revoke  that 
part  of  Prelude’s  entertainment 
license  which  permits  “ampli¬ 
fiers,  vocal  music,  instrumental 
music,  and  dancing  by 
patrons”  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9, 
No.  3),  after  complaints  by 
several  of  the  bar’s  neighbors 
were  voiced  at  public  hearings. 

In  a  complaint  filed  by  the 
club,  Prelude  manager  Robert 
Deutsch  maintained  that  the 
action  of  the  board  was 
“slanted,  biased,  and  not  in 
accordance  with  the  evidence.” 
The  club  will  seek  full  rein¬ 
statement  of  its  entertainment 
license  at  the  September  14 
hearing. 


News  Analysis 

Crumpley  or  Victims  on  Trial? 


“For  homosexuals ,  this  entire  sordid  story 
has  been  a  no-win  situation  right  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  .  .  . 


“ There  was  no  way  for  gay  people  to  win  this 
case ,  even  though  homosexuality  was  so  much 
on  trial.  ” 


NY  Jury  Finds  Killer  Insane 


Lesbian  Appeals 
Custody  Ruling 
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News  Notes - 


quote  of  the  week 

“Sharing  sexual  discoveries  between  children 
and  adults  could  never  be  as  insidious  as  introducing 
cigarettes  or  caffeine  (even  an  introduction  by  ex¬ 
ample!)  to  children.  I  think  if  we  want  a  truly  healthy 
sexuality  we  need  to  stand  by  that  physiological  fact.” 

—Wendy  Sequoia  in  the  “Forum”  section  of  the 
July/August,  1981  issue  of  Dinah,  a  publication  of  the 
Lesbian  Activist  Bureau  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


international  support 

STRASBOURG,  France  —  Gay  News  of  London 
reports  that  a  committee  of  the  Council  of  Europe,  an 
organization  consisting  of  representatives  of  every 
Western  European  nation  except  Finland,  has  adopt¬ 
ed  a  draft  resolution  calling  for  the  elimination  of 
discrimination  against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

The  Council’s  Committee  on  Social  and  Health 
Questions  has  condemned  the  practice  of  registering 
known  homosexuals  and  has  called  for  reform  of  laws 
against  sex  between  consenting  adults.  The  resolu¬ 
tion  also  supports  equality  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
in  employment  and  calls  for  the  cessation  of  compul¬ 
sory  medical  treatment  to  alter  sexual  orientation  in 
adults  and  deletion  of  homosexuality  from  the  Inter¬ 
national  Classification  of  Diseases  of  the  World 
Health  Organization. 

Gay  News  says  adoption  of  the  resolution  by  the 
full  council  is  not  certain  and  could  not  occur  soon 
but  that  there  is  now  at  least  a  possibility  of  adding 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  provisions  to  the  council’s  Eur¬ 
opean  Convention  of  Human  Rights. 


unwelcome  visitors 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Christians  from  across  the 
country  are  being  invited  by  a  local  group  to  spend  a 
week  preaching  on  the  streets  of  San  Francisco. 

SOS  Ministries  has  announced  that  its  second 
annual  SOS-San  Francisco  campaign  will  be  held 
August  14  through  22  for  the  purpose  of  “witnessing 
to  homosexuals,  alcoholics,  prostitutes,  and  others 
with  life-controlling  problems.” 

The  group  plans  a  two-hour  “Worship  Rally”  at 
Union  Square  on  Saturday,  August  15,  followed  by  a 
two-hour  “Prayer  Walk”  through  the  city.  Much  of  the 
participants’  remaining  time  during  the  week  will  be 
spent  “witnessing”  on  the  streets. 

An  SOS  Ministries  brochure  explains  that  “San 
Francisco  is  strategically  a  very  important  city  to 
reach  for  the  Gospel.  What  happens  in  this  city  will  af¬ 
fect  the  Bay  Area,  all  of  Northern  California,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  and  even  the  whole  world.” 


reviewing  brutality 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  battle  for  civilian  review 
of  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department  continues  to 
mount. 

Supervisor  Harry  Britt’s  proposal  to  place  civil¬ 
ians  in  the  police  department  to  investigate  charges 
of  police  misconduct  toward  citizens  appeared  to  be 
gathering  support  from  a  broad  range  of  political 
quarters,  according  to  the  San  Francisco  Sentinel. 

While  the  San  Francisco  Police  Officers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  pointed  the  finger  at  “criminal  defense 
attorneys  and  left-wing  street  activists”  allying  to 
"hamper  our  efforts  in  providing  you  with  the  highest 
quality  law  enforcement,”  hearings  opened  by  Britt 
before  the  Board  of  Supervisors’  Select  Committee  on 
crime  revealed  much  greater  concern  about  the  issue. 

The  committee  heard  testimony  from  alleged  vic¬ 
tims  of  police  brutality  and  comments  supporting  the 
proposal  from  co-chairs  of  the  San  Francisco  Bar 
Association,  public  defender  Jeff  Brown  and  “leaders 
of  every  middle  to  left  political  organization  in  the 
city,”  reports  the  Sentinel. 

The  volatile  issue  wasraised  several  weeks  ago 
with  the  release  by  Mayor  Diane  Feinstein’s  office  of  a 
report  alleging  misconduct  by  the  police  Internal  Af¬ 
fairs  Department. 


vd  and  the  budget 

CONCORD,  NH  —  State  and  federal  budget  cuts 
have  forced  the  closing  of  two  of  New  Hampshire’s 
three  clinics  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  disease. 

Living  Free,  the  newsletter  of  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  in  Concord, 
reports  that  the  clinics  in  Dover  and  Nashua  have 
closed  and  that  the  third  clinic,  in  Manchester,  is  now 
operated  wth  city  funds. 

The  three  clinics,  which  treated  some  2,000 
cases  last  year,  had  previously  been  operated  with 
federal  funds  channelled  through  the  state  govern¬ 
ment. 

State  officials  have  predicted  that  the  number  of 
cases  of  sexually-transmitted  diseases  will  increase 
by  25  percent  as  a  result  of  the  closing  of  the  clinics. 


capitol  sex 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Washington  Blade 
reports  that  a  broad  sex-law  reform  measure  has 
passed  a  second  reading  in  the  Washington  city  coun¬ 
cil  and  has  been  signed  by  Mayor  Marion  Barry  but  will 
not  become  law  until  after  a  30-day  period  in  which 
either  house  of  Congress  may  veto  it  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9, 
No.  1). 

The  measure  would  repeal  most  sections  of  the 
DCcriminal  code  outlawing  consensual  sex  between 
aduits,  including  sodomy. 

The  act  would  also  eliminate  immunity  for 
spouses  in  cases  of  rape  and  would  make  sexual 
assault  laws  gender-neutral.  The  maximum  penalty 
for  adults  having  sex  with  persons  under  the  age  of  16 
would  be  lowered  from  life  imprisonment  to  20  years. 

A  provision  dropped  from  the  original  bill  would 
have  legalized  consensual  sex  between  minors  no 
more  than  four  years  apart  in  age  or  two  years  apart 
for  those  under  12.  The  child-sex  provision  was  the 
subject  of  a  heated  controversy  and  brought  a  crowd 
of  100  angry  citizens  to  the  city  council  meeting  at 
which  it  was  introduced. 

According  to  the  Blade,  the  federal  legislative 
oversight  committees  concerned  with  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  law  usually  disapprove  proposed  changes  only 
when  they  violate  the  federal  interest  or  the  home-rule 
charter.  No  difficulties  are  anticipated  for  the  sex-law 
reform  measure. 


folks  who  believe 

LYNCHBURG,  VA  —  The  Moral  Majority,  Inc.,  has 
announced  plans  to  start  a  legal  defense  branch  de¬ 
signed  as  a  rightist  version  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union., 

The  Milwaukee  Journal  quotes  Harry  Covert, 
editor  of  the  Moral  Majority  Report,  as  saying,  “You’ll 
see  as  much  of  the  Moral  Majority  Defense  Fund  as 
you  now  see  of  the  ACLU.  We’re  going  to  bat  for 
people  who  can’t  defend  themselves.” 

Covert  said  the  legal  branch  would  rely  on  volun¬ 
teer  lawyers  to  defend  “folks  who  believe  like  we  do” 
who  have  “felt  the  sting  of  liberal  legislation”  but  who 
have  been  unable  to  take  legal  action. 

The  fund  reportedly  already  has  two  lawyers 
working  for  it. 


no  new  liaison  for  dc 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  mayor  of  Washington 
has  decided  against  a  proposal  to  hire  a  liaison  to  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community  but  has  suggested  that 
some  current  city  employee  might  serve  temporarily 
in  that  position. 

According  to  the  Washington  Blade,  Mayor 
Marion  Barry  told  five  representatives  of  the  gay 
community  at  a  July  17  meeting  that  financial  restric¬ 
tions  and  the  need  to  streamline  his  staff  were 
reasons  for  not  hiring  the  liaison. 

Last  month,  Barry  fired  Marie  Dias,  who  had 
acted  as  liaison  to  women,  Hispanics.and  lesbians 
and  gay  men  when  he  learned  she  planned  to  run  for 
Congress  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  47). 

Barry  proposed  at  the  July  17  meeting  that  an 
advisory  group  be  formed  to  keep  the  acting  liaison 
informed  of  developments  in  the  community. 

A  coalition  of  lesbian  and  gay  organizations 
voted  on  July  21  to  recommend  that  either  of  two 
aides  to  a  city  administrator  be  named  interim  liaison. 
The  coaliton  also  chose  six  persons  to  serve  in  the 
advisory  group. 


straights  in  soho 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Soho  News,  a  paper  serving 
New  York  City’s  heavily  lesbian  and  gay  Soho  district, 
appears  to  be  heading  in  a  new  editorial  direction 
which  will  downplay  its  previously  extensive  gay 
coverage. 

According  to  the  New  York  Native,  John  Leese, 
who  recently  became  the  Soho  News  acting  publisher 
and  editor-in-chief,  told  a  staff  meeting,  “We  are  not 
going  to  be  an  alternative  newspaper. . . .  We  are  not 
going  to  compete  with  the  Village  Voice. . : .  They  al¬ 
ready  have  the  gays.” 

The  shakeup  became  apparent  when  Soho  News 
editors  killed  gay-related  articles, in  three  issues  in  a 
row,  including  a  cover  story  on  lesbian  and  gay  pride. 
The  lesbian  and  gay  pride  article  was  replaced  by  a 
story  about  New  York  City’s  parks  commissioner,  des¬ 
pite  the  fact  that  there  are  no  parks  in  Soho. 

Doug  Ireland,  Soho  News  senior  editor  and  col¬ 
umnist,  told  the  Native,  “The  idea  that  the  Soho  News 
is  too  gay ...  is  just  nonsense. . . .  Our  coverage  of  the 
gay  community  was,  if  anything,  less  than  what  it 
should  have  been.” 

Larry  Bush,  one  of  the  writers  whose  articles 
were  killed,  commented,  “A  well-informed  senior 
straight  staffer  told  me  that  the  decision  not  to  run  the 
article  was  ‘homophobic  bullshit .” 


pro-choice  in  tennessee 

MEMPHIS,  TN  —  A  recent  poll  indicates  that  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  residents  of  Tennessee 
support  women’s  right  to  choose  abortion. 

Gaze  of  Memphis  reports  that  90  percent  of  the 
respondents  to  a  poll  conducted  for  Memphis  Plan¬ 
ned  Parenthood  said  abortion  should  be  available  in 
some  circumstances. 

Eighty-seven  percent  agreed  that  if  abortions 
were  made  illegal,  women  would  continue  to  have 
them  in  unsafe  conditions,  77  percent  opposed  giving 
government  the  power  to  force  women  to  continue  un¬ 
wanted  pregnancies;  and  69  percent  felt  that  the  best 
way  to  reduce  unwanted  pregnancies  is  through  sex 
education,  birth  control  and  legal,  safe  abortions. 


we  are  family 

DETROIT  —  Lesbian  and  gay  male  couples  may 
have  obtained  improved  access  to  federally  subsi¬ 
dized  housing  in  Michigan  as  a  result  of  a  recent  letter 
of  clarification  issued  by  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  here. 

In  effect,  the  letter  broadens  the  definition  of 
“family”  by  defining  “single  person”  as  “one  who 
lives  alone  or  intends  to  live  alone.”  Two  or  more  per¬ 
sons,  then,  who  are  not  related  biologically  or  by  mar¬ 
riage  or  adoption  are  considered  a  family  for  purposes 
of  HUD-administered  housing. 

HUD  is  responsible  for  so-called  “Section  Eight” 
housing  in  which  persons  or  families  pay  25  percent 
of  their  income  in  rent,  while  the  rest  is  made  up  by 
the  federal  government.  The  agency  also  has  jurisdic¬ 
tion  over  public  housing  which  is  built  at  least  in  part 
with  federal  funds. 

Ruth  Featherstone,  director  of  Fair  Housing  and 
Equal  Opportunity  for  the  Detroit  HUD  office,  told 
GCN  that  Michigan’s  laws  prohibiting  discrimination 
in  housing  are  stronger  than  those  of  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment.  “The  federal  law  doesn’t  have  any  language 
with  regard  to  marital  status,”  the  key  consideration 
for  couples  who  are  not  married.  Thus,  Featherstone 
explained,  Michigan  has  equivalency  status,  meaning 
that  its  stronger  laws  supersede  those  of  the  federal 
government  for  a  period.  Other  states  may  have  laws 
prohibiting  marital  status  discrimination  in  public 
housing,  which  could  be  used  as  a  legal  recourse  by 
lesbians  and  gay  men  as  well  as  other  unmarried  per¬ 
sons. 

HUD  has  a  “hotline”  for  persons  who  believe  that 
they  have  been  discriminated  against  in  public 
housing.  According  to  Bob  Upshur  of  the  agency’s 
Boston  office,  persons  filing  successful  complaints 
may  be  awarded  up  to  $1000  in  punitive  damages  and 
an  unlimited  amount  in  actual  damages.  The  number 
is  (800)  424-8590. 


figures  don’t  lie 

A  recent  poll  indicates  that  the  American  public 
has  changed  very  little  in  its  social  views  despite  last 
November’s  elections  and  the  claims  of  the  Moral  Ma¬ 
jority. 

A  survey  conducted  this  year  by  the  Associated 
Press  and  NBC  News  showed  that  48  percent  of  the 
population  favor  extending  laws  protecting  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  housing  and  employment  while38  per¬ 
cent  are  opposed.  A  similar  poll  taken  in  1978  revealed 
50  percent  favored  extending  such  laws  and  41  per¬ 
cent  were  opposed. 

In  the  meantime,  a  recent  Washington  Postl ABC 
News  poll  found  that  only  half  of  the  US  population 
knows  of  the  Moral  Majority  and  only  about  ten  per¬ 
cent  agree  with  them  that  homosexuals  should  be  ex¬ 
cluded  from  teaching  or  that  homosexual  acts  should 
be  illegal. 

More  than  half  of  those  who  know  of  the  Moral 
Majority,  the  Postl  ABC  poll  revealed,  want  its  influ¬ 
ence  to  decline  while  20  percent  want  its  influence  to 
increase. 


conferences 

The  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  of  the  Los  Ange¬ 
les  chapter  of  the  National  Organization  for  Women 

will  hold  its  sixth  annual  “Women  and  Alternative 
Lifestyles”  conference  on  Saturday,  August  15  at  the 
University  of  Southern  California.  The  registration  fee 
is  $20,  but  no  woman  will  be  turned  away  because  of 
lack  of  funds.  For  more  information  or  to  register, 
write  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force,  6507  Franriv- 
ers  Avenue,  Canoga  Park,  CA  91307,  or  call  them  at 
(213)  704-7825. . . .  The  Association  of  Gay  Psycholo¬ 
gists  will  hold  its  annual  national  caucus  August  24 
through  28  in  Los  Angeles  in  conjunction  with  the  an¬ 
nual  convention  of  the  American  Psychological  Asso¬ 
ciation.  The  gay  psychologists  will  offer  a  series  of 
seminars,  lectures  and  discussion  groups,  all  of 
which  are  free  and  open  to  the  public.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Arthur  Robbins,  3210  DeWitt  Drive, 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90068.  His  phone  number  is  (213) 
656-8491. 
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Michigan  May  Register  ‘Sex  Offenders’ 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

LANSING,  MI  —  Michigan 
State  Senator  Arthur  Miller 
(D-Warren)  will  introduce  legisla¬ 
tion  that  would  require  convicted 
sex  offenders  to  register  with  their 
local  police  departments  after 
completing  their  sentences  or  be¬ 
ing  paroled. 

The  bill  is  modeled  after  a 
California  law.  According  to  Phil 
Greene  of  the  Michigan  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Human  Rights  (MOHR), 
a  gay-rights  group,  Warren  said  he 
agreed  to  introduce  the  legislation 
after  prompting  from  a  local 
police  officer  in  his  district  who 
had  read  about  the  California  law. 

The  bill  has  been  sent  to  the 
Legal  Service  Bureau  of  the 
legislature  where  it  will  be  worked 
up  into  proper  bill  form. 

According  to  Greene,  sodomy, 
gross  indecency,  adultery,  co¬ 
habitation  and  repeated  convic¬ 
tions  for  indecent  exposure  are  all 
considered  sex  offenses  in 
Michigan.  Greene  told  GCN  that 
MOHR  has  an  oral  agreement 
from  the  local  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)  to  oppose 
the  bill  unless  it  contains  in  its  final 
version  a  provision  de-crimi- 
nalizing  certain  acts  such  as 
sodomy  or  gross  indecency.  It  is 
unlikely  that  the  bill  would  contain 
such  a  de-criminalization  pro- 
vison. 

The  bill  will  probably  not 
become  law  this  year,  according  to 
Representative  Perry  Bullard,  the 


By  Jay  Blotcher 

GREAT  LAKES  NAVAL 
BASE,  IL.  —  When  Melvin  Dahl 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy 
in  early  1980,  he  was  asked  that 
most  pertinent  of  questions:  are 
you  homosexual?  His  records  indi¬ 
cate  he  replied  “yes,”  but  Dahl 
was  still  admitted  into  the  service. 

Dahl’s  explanation?  “I  guess  I 
slipped  through  somebody’s  fin¬ 
gers.” 

However,  when  the  question 
came  up  again,  the  mighty  hand  of 
the  US  Navy  was  prepared;  a  new 
Navy  regulation  regarding  homo¬ 
sexuals  calls  for  Dahl  to  leave  the 
Navy.  But  Dahl  is  challenging  the 
new  rule. 

The  former  policy  stated  that 
individuals  were  unfit  for  service  if 
they  had  “character  and  behavior 
disorders,”  including  “overt 
homosexuality.”  The  new  ruling, 
enacted  in  March  of  this  year, 
states  that  a  sailor  may  be  dis¬ 
charged  for  admitting  his  or  her 
homosexuality.  Dahl’s  case  will  be 
processed  under  the  new  regula¬ 
tion. 

The  matter  began  this  past 
March  at  the  Great  Lakes  Navel 
Training  Center  outside  Chicago, 
where  Dahl  is  stationed.  The 
21-year-old  sailor,  who  had  been 
working  on  a  nuclear  power  pro¬ 
gram  since  December,  applied  to 
be  a  cryptographer.  While  his 
current  position  gave  him  a  secret 
clearance,  to  serve  as  a  cryp¬ 
tographer  required  a  top  secret 
clearance,  a  difficult  status  to 
obtain. 

When  applying  for  secret  clear¬ 
ance,  Dahl  was  not  questioned 
about  his  homosexuality.  The 
second  screening  process  was  a  bit 
different. 

“I  was  asked  first  if  I  had  any 
gay  friends.  Then  they  asked  if  any 
of  them  had  propositioned  me.  I 
knew  what  the  next  question 
would  be,”  Dahl  said. 

“I  don’t  enjoy  discussing  my 
sexuality  publicly,”  Dahl  said.  “If 
someone  asks,  I’ll  tell  the  truth.” 

Dahl,  a  member  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  for  seven  years,  a  par¬ 
ticipant  in  the  last  few  gay  pride 
marches  and  a  self-confessed 


liberal  head  of  the  House  Judiciary 
Committee.  “I  suppose  we  have 
one  of  those  ironies  of  history”  he 
told  GCN”  that  at  this  point  in 
time  the  senior  people  in  the  perti- 
nant  committees  of  both  houses  of 
the  legislature  are  progressives. 
The  majority  of  the  legislators 
might  in  fact  be  willing  to  go  along 
with  short  term  law-and-order 
legislation  which  ignores  personal 
civil  liberties.  But  I  think  both 
Senator  Basil  Brown,  who  is  my 
counterpart  in  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee,  and  myself, 
as  chair  of  the  House  Judiciary, 
are  certainly  not  interested  in 
legislation  that  takes  away 
people’s  civil  liberties  and  would 
strike  a  blow  at  constitutional 
rights.  I  think  it  is  unlikely  that 
Brown  will  schedule  the  bill 
.  .  .  but  even  if  it  does  go  through 
the  Senate  it  is  very  unlikely  that 
we  will  be  working  on  that  here  in 
the  House.  It  would  have  to  go 
through  the  House  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  I  chair.” 

Speaking  of  the  changing  times, 
and  how  the  bill  fits  into  the 
broader  picture,  Bullard  told 
GCN,  “Although  there  is  clearly 
an  effort  by  the  so-called  moral 
majority  and  the  new  right  groups 
and  the  Reagan  adminstration  to 
move  on  crime  issues  and  to 
mobilize  the  fear-  the  public  has 
about  crime  to  create  new  legisla¬ 
tion,  which  are  assaults  on  per¬ 
sonal  rights,  there  is  also  a  contin¬ 
uing  strong  support  for  civil  liber- 


“activist,”  once  again  told  the 
truth.  Ten  days  later  he  was 
notified  of  proceedings  for  his 
separation  from  the  US  Navy. 
Dahl  decided  to  fight  back. 

The  Gay  Community  Center  in 
Chicago  recommended  attorney 
Joe  Schuman  to  handle  the  case. 
At  a  June  23  hearing  before  the 
discharge  board,  Schuman  asked 
for  more  time  to  study  the  matter. 

Meanwhile,  Dahl  has  received 
support  from  his  political  party, 
the  Libertarians,  as  well  as  moral 
support  from  the  gay  communities 
of  Chicago  and  his  former  home¬ 
town  of  Lacona,  New  Hampshire. 
Several  gay  sailors,  from  high- 
ranking  officials  on  down,  have 
written  Dahl  to  express  their 
approval  of  his  legal  action.  But 
most  of  them  have  been  anony¬ 
mous,  explaining  that  public 
support  would  cost  them  their 
jobs.  How  does  he  feel  about  the 
many  Navy  gays  who  choose  not 
to  come  out? 

“For  me  the  decision  was  an 
ethical  one,”  said  Dahl,  “There 
was  no  choice.  Other  people  have 
different  priorities.  They  think 
saying  no  isn’t  lying,  it’s  survival.  I 
don’t  agree,  but  I  don’t  feel  bitter 
towards  those  who  stay  in  the 
closet.  Some  can  do  better  in  high 
positions  and  closeted  than  out 
and  formerly  in  high  positions.” 

The  case  has  done  little  to 
change  life  on  base  for  Dahl.  Nor 
has  it  changed  the  opinions  of  his 
immediate  superiors  about  his 
navy  career;  in  mid- July  he  was 
promoted  to  platoon  leader,  a 
position  making  him  responsible 
for  fifty  men.  Still  Dahl  has  chosen 
to  restrict  his  gay  social  life  on 
base.  But  in  nearby  Chicago, 
Melvin  Dahl  vs.  the  US  Navy  is  a 
cause  celebre. 

“In  the  Chicago  gay  com¬ 
munity,  my  notoriety  is  a  plus,”  he 
admitted.  “They  recognize  me. 
Now  I  feel  free  to  go  to  gay  bars  in 
uniform.” 

On  August  1 1 ,  Dahl  will  be  pre¬ 
sent  at  an  administrative  hearing 
before  the  US  Navy.  By  law,  the 
board  is  required  to  recommend 
separation.  Schuman  explained  his 
defense: 


ties.  We  see  that  with  the  growth  of 
the  ACLU  as  well  as  the  gay 
organizations.  In  this  state  gays 
are  better  organized  now  than  I’ve 
seen  in  the  past  ten  years.” 

Bullard  told  GCN  that  Miller 
was  “part  of  the  Democratic  Party 
majority,  not  particularly  homo- 
phobic  or  virulently  anti-civil 
liberties  any  more  than  a  number 
of  other  Democratic  Senators.”He 
speculated  that  Miller  or  his  staff 
simply  saw  this  legislation  as  a  way 
to  “get  his  name  out  front  with  the 
public  as  being  strongly  against 
crime.  That  is  a  popular  thing  to 
do,  and  the  election  is  coming  up 
in  1982.” 

GCN  asked  Bullard  how  he  felt 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 
KALAMAZOO,  MI  —  The 
Michigan  Court  of  Appeals  has 
ruled  against  the  use  of  evidence 
obtained  from  hidden  video 
cameras  in  a  Kalamazoo  County 
rest  stop  in  prosecuting  six  men  for 
sex. 

Of  40  men  arrested  at  the  rest 
stop  and  charged  with  gross 
indecency,  six  challeneged  the 
legality  of  the  arrests.  Gross 


“I’ll  tell  the  board  it  can’t 
recommend  what  would  not  be  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  Navy.  I’ll 
argue  that  separation  doesn’t  pro¬ 
tect  them  from  what  they  expect: 
the  problems  with  blackmail  and 
all  that  bullshit.” 

Dahl  has  has  own  predictions 
for  August  11. 

“They’ll  offer  me  money  to  stay 
out,  and  then  change  the  regu¬ 
lations.  Otherwise  I’d  be  in  the 
Navy  until  October,  1984.” 

Dahl  and  Schuman  plan  to  pur¬ 
sue  the  case  as  long  as  the  appeals 
continue.  But  Dahl  believes  the 
Navy  will  keep  it  from  going  to  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court.  The 
highest  court  in  the  land  has  never 
before  heard  a  gay  rights  case. 
Perhaps  the  case  of  Melvin  Dahl 
will  be  their  first. 

—filed  from  Boston 


On  Trial 


Continued  from  page  1 
of  what  was  going  on.  More  to  the 
point,  she  had  none  of  the  incen¬ 
tive  to  counter-attack  that  a  gay 
prosecutor  surely  would  have  had. 
Several  of  Gordon’s  fellow  pro¬ 
secutors  in  the  office  of  the 
Manhattan  District  Attorney  are 
very  much  aware  of  the  situation, 
however.  Assistant  District  At¬ 
torney  Neil  Getnick  says  that  gay- 
related  cases  in  1981  stand  just 
about  where  rape  cases  stood  15 
years  ago.  It  was  standard  practice 
then  to  discredit  the  lifestyle  of  the 
female  victim.  Such  a  defense  is  lit¬ 
tle  tolerated  today  largely  because 
of  public  opinion  and  a  rape  task 
force  having  been  established 
within  the  District  Attorney’s  of¬ 
fice.  The  need  for  a  similer  gay 
task  force  is  denied  by  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  Manhattan  DA’s 
office,  and  yet  prosecutors  relate 
that  they  must  spend  extensive 
counselling  time  with  gay  victims 
preparing  them  for  an  onslaught 
of  defense  questioning  about  every 


about  the  fact  that  it  was  a  fellow 
Democrat  who  was  introducing 
the  legislation.  Bullard  responded, 
“Democrats  don’t  have  a  whole 
lot  of  fellowship  these  days.  After 
all,  we’re  just  a  slightly  less  conser¬ 
vative  party  in  a  two-conservative- 
party-system.  We  have  to  expect 
this  sort  of  legislation.  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  American  centrist  poli¬ 
tics.” 

GCN  also  talked  to  Miller  aide 
Jerry  Gill  and  asked  him  why  the 
bill  is  being  introduced,  what  they 
hope  to  accomplish  by  it  and  what 
problems  in  society  they  see  it  ad¬ 
dressing.  “We  expect  it  to  do  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  things  it  has  done 
for  California,”  Gill  responded, 


indecency  is  a  felony  in  Michigan 
with  a  maximum  sentence  of  five 
years. 

According  to  Gary  Hicks  of  the 
Lansing  Association  for  Human 
Rights,  the  police  had  installed  the 
electronic  surveillance  equipment 
above  two  stalls  in  a  men’s  rest 
room  near  Kalamazoo.  They  also 
installed  a  microphone  which 
enabled  them  to  hear,  but  not  to 
record,  sounds  from  the  rest 
room.  The  police  had  been  granted 
a  search  warrant  which  authorized 
them  to  use  the  equipment  from 
October  21,  1978  to  November  1, 
1978,  and  to  conduct  round-the- 
clock  surveillance. 

In  its  ruling,  announced  on  June 
4,  the  court  found  that  the 
defendents  had  “a  reasonable 
expectation  of  privacy  in  the  place 
searched”  and  that  the  lower  court 
had  erred  in  issuing  the  search 
warrant.  Specifically,  the  appeals 
court  found  that  the  affadavits 
on  which  the  search  warrant  was 
based  were  defective  because  the 
informants  were  not  identified  and 
no  information  was  given  about 
their  credibility. 

In  addition  to  the  defects  in  the 
affadavits,  the  court  ruled  that  the 
warrant  issued  by  the  lower  court 
had  not  limited  the  search  to  “pre¬ 
cise  and  discriminate  circum¬ 
stances”  as  required  for  warrants 
authorizing  electronic  sur¬ 
veillance.  “The  primary  problem 
the  court  found”  Hicks  told  GCN, 
“was  that  the  warrant  authorized 


detail  of  their  sexual  lives  —  all  of 
it  allowed  by  most  judges. 

Defense  attorney  Cooper  was 
defending  Ronald  Crumpley  in  the 
same  attack-the-victim  manner 
which  has  become  common  prac¬ 
tice  in  courtrooms  in  the  United 
States  when  a  gay  person  is  the  vic¬ 
tim.  Homophobia,  layered  on  top 
of  patriotism  and  religion,  was  the 
winning  ticket  in  this  trial. 

Ronald  Crumpley  could  be  back 
on  the  streets  in  30  days  if  doctors 
at  the  state  mental  hospital  do  not 
think  he  is  suffering  from  a  mental 
illness.  Even  if  they  do  find  him 
mentally  ill,  his  future  incarcera¬ 
tion  will  be  in  hospitals,  not  in 
prisons,  and  the  length  of  that  con¬ 
finement  will  be  determined  by 
mental  health  professionals  whose 
attitudes  towards  homsexuals  are 
probably  not  much  different  from 
those  of  the  jurors  in  this  case. 

As  one  courtroom  observer 
asked,  “Why  didn’t  they  just  give 
him  a  medal?” 


“to  give  law  enforcement  agencies 
a  route  by  which  they  start  from 
when  a  sex  offense  occurs.  The 
main  problems  we  are  trying  to  ad¬ 
dress  are  pretty  obvious.  There  is 
no  registration  of  sex  offenders 
now,  the  prisons  don’t  keep  them 
in  long  enough,  the  judges  don’t 
put  them  in  for  long  enough,  they 
get  out  in  ten  months  and  then 
they  are  back  on  the  streets.  This 
law  is  just  a  method  of  keeping 
track  of  them.” 

GCN  asked  Gill  just  who  this 
law  was  aimed  at.  “Child  abusers” 
he  responded.  He  would  not 
amplify  on  what  he  meant  by  child 
abusers.  —filed  from  Boston 


open-ended  surveillance  for  a  long 
period  of  time.” 

Asked  for  his  reaction  to  the 
ruling,  Hicks  said,  “This  ruling  is 
not  as  open  to  me  as  it  appears  to 
be.  Clearly  it  is  a  good  ruling 
because  it  says  in  a  blanket  fashion 
that  these  people  have  a  reason¬ 
able  expectation  of  privacy  when 
they  are  occupying  this  type  of 
stall.  But  that  doesn’t  say  the 
police  can  never  come  in.  Here  the 
court  found  improper  affidavits. 
But  if  the  police  used  proper 
affidavits,  they  can  still  obtain 
search  warrants  that  are  properly 
limited  in  scope  and  can  obtain 
evidence  in  that  way.  So  even 
though  the  court  did  find  ‘rea¬ 
sonable  expectation  of  privacy’ 
they  excluded  this  evidence  on 
fairly  narrow  grounds. 

“What  this  ruling  is  saying  to 
the  police  is  a  lot  like  many  of  the 
Warren  Supreme  Court  rulings  in 
the  60s.  The  rulings  created  new 
procedural  safeguards.  This  court, 
by  making  this  ruling,  is  realy  only 
saying  ‘you  kind  of  messed  up  on 
your  criminal  procedures  in 
obtaining  the  warrant  and  the  war¬ 
rant  is  a  bit  too  broad.’  I  don’t  see 
it  as  forging  out  new  substantive 
rights  for  persons.” 

Hicks  told  GCN  that  he  felt  the 
ruling  might  “have  an  effect  on 
the  Department  of 

Transportation’s  decision  to  in¬ 
stall  video  cameras  in  rest  rooms 
along  the  state  highways  to  ‘curb 
crime  .  —filed  from  Boston 


Custody 


Continued  from  page  1 
ther  for  one  week  over  the  sum¬ 
mer.  “In  the  original  decision, 
where  the  judge  changed  custody 
to  the  father,  he  ordered  liberal 
visitation,  including  every  other 
weekend  with  the  mother,”  Ru- 
benfeld  told  GCN.  “The  father 
and  his  attorney  are  only  giving 
her  every  other  weekend;  they  are 
refusing  to  let  the  child  come  up 
here.  The  father  lives  in  Cleve¬ 
land,  Tennessee,  and  the  mother 
now  lives  in  Nashville.  So  we  want 
to  get  the  child  up  here  for  a  whole 
week  during  the  summer.  They 
won’t  let  us  do  that.  Apparently  it 
is  pretty  standard  procedure  that 
when  they  say  ‘liberal  visitation’ 
that  they  include  a  week  in  the 
summer.  So  they  don’t  even  seem 
to  be  following  theirown  local  pro¬ 
cedure.” 

—  fded  from  Boston 


Lawsuit  Tests  New  Navy  Rules 


Court  Bans  TearoomVideo 
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wishing  us  well 

Editor: 

I  have  always  found  it  easier  to  complain  than 
to  praise.  Whether  it’s  human  nature  or  my  parti¬ 
cular  temperament  I  gave  up  trying  to  decide 
years  ago.  In  any  case,  Cindy  Patton  and  her  staff 
make  my  job  easier,  since  I  don’t  have  to  go  to  the 
trouble  of  qualifying  my  praise  of  the  excellent 
book  review  supplement  on  the  New  Right  which 
they  put  together.  They  have  helped  me  to  know 
the  enemy  who  sits  comfortably  in  the  Oval  Of¬ 
fice  lending  immoral  support  to  the  team  huddled 
out  on  the  lawn  of  the  White  House  planning  stra¬ 
tegy  for  the  great  Reformation  of  our  degenerate 
land. 

I  would  also  like  to  single  out  Nancy  Wechsler’s 
fine  interview  with  two  of  the  sanest  women  I’ve 
ever  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  in  print,  Gayle 
Rubin  and  Pat  Califia.  How  Nancy  ever  un¬ 
earthed  such  founts  of  wisdom  in  San  Francisco 
(where  between  going  with  the  flow  and  grabbing 
real  estate  there  is  room  neither  for  grace  nor 
generosity  nor  tough-mindedness)  I’ll  never 
know.  I  for  one  endorse  wholeheartedly  their 
commitment  to  the  only  legitimate  ethic  of  sexual 
politics:  sexuality  must  be  embraced  in  all  of  the 
forms  in  which  consent  has  been  mutually  grant¬ 
ed.  All  attempts  to  selectively  administer  sexual 
standards  based  upon  any  self-appointed  gay 
male  or  lesbian  oligarchy  or  hierarchy  comes 
much  too  close  to  the  tactics  (and  logic)  of  the 
ones  we’re  supposed  to  be  militating  against. 

On  a  more  personal  note:  the  pictures  of  the 
GCN  office(s)  —  we  had  only  one  in  my  day  — 
brought  it  all  back  to  me:  the  endless  meetings, 
the  stifling  heat,  thecrunchfor  salaries,  the  hug¬ 
ging  and  the  yelling,  the  sense  of  doing  something 
well  with  a  group  of  good  people.  I  wish  all  of  you 
well  in  your  ninth  year. 

Harry  Seng 
San  Francisco,  CA 


boston  dob 

Dear  GCN, 

We  are  writing  in  response  to  a  comment  con¬ 
cerning  Boston  D.O.B.  which  appeared  in  Susan 
Haverson’s  article  about  the  Sixth  International 
Conference  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jews.  The  refer¬ 
ence  to  “the  anti-Semitism  that  surfaces  occa¬ 
sionally  in  D.O.B. ,  the  mostly  Christian  organi¬ 
zation  .  .  .”  could  give  rise  to  very  inaccurate  im¬ 
pressions: 

1 .  D.O.B.  as  an  organization  cannot  be  held  re¬ 
sponsible  for  statements  made  by  individuals  at¬ 
tending  our  discussions,  which  are  open  to  all 
women  in  the  community.  If  an  anti-Semitic  or 
otherwise  objectionable  remark  should  arise 
(which  is  extremely  rare)  the  group  will  generally 
react  sensitively,  even  if  the  initial  response  is  un¬ 
comfortable  laughter. 

2.  It  is  misleading  to  characterize  D.O.B.  as  a 
“mostly  Christian  organization.”  There  may  be 
more  Gentiles  than  Jews  at  D.O.B.  but  there  are 
more  Gentiles  than  Jews  almost  everywhere.  The 
ratio  at  D.O.B.  simply  reflects  that  of  the  general 
population  and  is  hardly  a  matter  of  policy!  In 
fact,  many  Jewish  women  attend  D.O.B.  events 
and  are  active  members,  as  the  signatures  below 
should  attest. 

We  are  certain  that  it  was  not  Ms.  Haverson’s 
intention  to  give  a  false  impression  of  D.O.B.; 
our  only  concern  is  to  prevent  the  possible  misin¬ 
terpretation  of  her  remarks.  Boston  D.O.B.  is  a 
unique  organization  which  for  the  past  twelve 
years  has  offered  support  to  thousands  of  women 
of  all  backgrouonds,  and  will  continue  to  do  so. 
Sincerely, 

D.O.B. 

Lois  H.  Johnson,  president 

Renee  Shapiro,  vice  president,  rap  leader 

Devra  Kunin,  office  staffer 

Lois  M.  Zaks,  rap  leader 

Barbara  Webber,  rap  leader 

Barbara  Silberman,  rap  leader 

Dot  Turnier,  chair,  membership  committee 

Sheri  Barden 

Jeri  Freedman,  corresponding  secretary 
Kris  Thurston,  Focus 
Mimi  Gerstell,  rap  leader 


real  life 

Dear  GCN, 

Prompted  by  this  week’s  letter  from  Aerial 
Hutchinson  complaining  about  Mitzel’s  use  of 
thewords  “sucking  cock,”  I  write  to  congratulate 
Mitzel  for  same. 

The  phrase  “sucking  cock”  describes  some¬ 
thing  real.  If  Aerial’s  “hetero  friends  and 
family”  don’t  like  it,  their  embarassment  grows 
probably  not  so  much  from  modesty,  but  from 
their  being  forced,  in  their  safe,  liberal,  accepting 
worlds,  to  think  about  something  real. 

The  purpose  of  such  meaningless  euphemisms 
as  “oral  fornication”  is  to  mask  this  reality,  to 
make  it  safe.  Such  phrases  sound  as  if  they  come 
straight  fromthe  courtroom  precisely  because  they 
are  the  language  of  the  establishment,  intended  to 
make  us  lose  touch  with  what  we  know  is  real  and 
true,  to  oppress  from  within. 

GCN  is  not  written  for  hetero  friends  and 
family:  they  have  their  own  presses  all  over  the 
land.  It  is  written  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Let  it 
therefore  depict  their  reality,  with  as  many  good, 
honest,  anglo-saxon  words  (or  others,  equally 
frank)  as  possible! 

More  power  to  Mitzel’s  seemingly  limited 
vocabulary! 

Yours, 

Duncan  Millar 
Boston,  MA 

another  perspective 

Hiya  people, 

I  hope  that  another  person  besides  Susan 
Haverson  will  give  an  account  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jewish  conference.  She 
was  mostly  critical  of  the  conference,  and  I  feel 
that  her  perceptions  are  distorted  because  she  has 
such  a  negative  view  of  herself  and  her  culture 
(though  she  changed  a  lot  from  her  interaction 
there). 

She  said  she  felt  that  Zionism  is  racism  (though 
she  doesn’t  mention  why)  which  is  a  typical  leftist 
comment.  Jewish-identified  people  do  not  feel 
that  way.  Susan  has  obviously  never  been  to 
Israel. 

Zionism  is  the  national  liberation  movement  of 
the  Jewish  people.  That  the  present  reactionary 
regime  of  Begin  is  committing  atrocities  does  not 
detract  from  the  need  for  a  land  where  we  Jews  do 
not  have  to  beg  the  majority  culture  to  protect  us 
in  hard  times. 

I  do  applaud  Susan’s  openness  in  discussing  her 
own  self-hate,  and  I  hope  her  unfolding  is  joyous. 
But  I  still  feel  that  I  haven’t  heard  a  whole  other 
perspective  on  the  conference. 

Shalom 

Shoshanah  bat  Miriam 
San  Francisco,  CA 


lesbian  landladies 

To  the  Editor: 

Anything  gay  is  good,  or  should  I  say,  that’s 
what  I  always  thought.  I  have  always  believed 
supporting  gay  business  and  other  gays  helps  our 
community.  Unfortunately,  other  gay  people 
don’t  think  the  same. 

After  a  month  in  the  apartment  hunting  tread¬ 
mill,  feeling  like  a  gerbil  on  an  exercise  wheel,  I 
put  down  a  deposit  for  a  nice  place  in  Somerville. 
The  ink  had  hardly  dried  on  the  check  when  it  was 
returned  in  the  mail  with  a  note  that  my  room¬ 
mate  Jim  and  I  were  too  much  of  a  financial  risk. 
What  made  me  upset  is  that  the  landlady  I  did 
business  with  described  her  female  partner  as 
“not  exactly  a  business  partner  but  still  a 
partner.”  The  two  of  them  do  business  together, 
live  together,  socialize  together,  and  own  two 
dogs  (otherwise  known  as  gay  children).  It  didn’t 
take  me  long  to  guess  that  they  are  lesbians. 

They  probably  thought  Jim  and  I  were  straight 
until  they  met  Jim.  We  had  planned  for  the  day 
we  were  to  meet  our  dyke  landladies.  I  blatantly 
carried  Six  of  One  by  Rita  Mae  Brown  and  acted 
like  quite  the  dyke.  Jim  wore  a  “commie  fag” 
button,  and  was  constantly  flitting  about.  They 
knew  about  us. 

I  realize  Jim  and  I  are  risky  tenants  financially, 
but  if  the  gay  community  can’t  reach  out  to  sup¬ 
port  itself,  and  lesbian  landladies  won’t  rent  to 
us,  who  will? 

Beverly  Schwartz 
Marblehead,  MA 


queer  is  not 
enough 

Dear  GCN, 

This  is  to  support  the  issues  raised  by  satya  lit- 
tlebear’s  letter  (GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  47). 

Although  I  had  never  even  heard  of  Drummer 
magazine  until  reading  satya’s  letter  in  GCN,  I 
too  am  appalled  that  a  Nazi  fantasy  story  would 
appear  in  a  gay  publication.  I  felt  the  same  gut- 
level  disgust  upon  learning  that  a  local  gay  para¬ 
phernalia  store  was  peddling,  of  all  things,  Nazi 
belt  buckles. 

There  is  a  live-and-let-live  side  of  me  which  says 
that,  if  gay  men  and  lesbians  want  to  explore  SM 
as  part  of  their  personal  growth,  that’s  their  busi¬ 
ness.  I  also  support  keeping  the  movement  media 
totally  open  for  a  discussion  of  SM  and  other  con¬ 
troversial  issues.  (For  people  whose  lives  have 
been  denied  expression  —  censored  —  by  hetero- 
patriarchy  for  so  long,  it  is  alarming  to  see  the  lev¬ 
el  of  censorship  being  practiced  in  lesbian  and  gay 
communities  on  various  issues  in  recent  months.  I 
am  reminded  of  the  adage,  “Today’s  slave  is  of¬ 
ten  tomorrow’s  tyrant.”) 

Several  years  ago,  I  was  prompted  to  take  a 
closer  look  at  SM  after  discovering  that  a  man  I 
went  home  with  from  a  bar  was  into  SM.  When  I 
confronted  him  about  why  he  didn’t  have  the 
courtesy  to  tell  me  about  this  before  we  went  to 
his  place,  he  replied  that  he  “just  assumed”  I  was 
into  the  M  part  of  the  scene  based  upon  my  body 
language  and  other  signals  I  was  sending  out,  al¬ 
beit  unconsciously.  After  setting  the  matter  gaily 
forward,  I  clicked  my  heels  and  split. 

In  raising  my  consciousness  about  it  all,  I  have 
become  increasingly  aware  of  the  extent  to  which 
SM  is  acted  out  and  an  accepted  part  of  many  of 
the  social,  political,  personal,  and  business  inter¬ 
actions  of  the  society  at  large.  Though  different  in 
degree,  sadomasochism  in  the  church,  work¬ 
place,  Pentagon,  or  bedroom  is  ultimately  no 
different  in  kind.  Whether  pursued  by  those  with 
political  consciousness  or  not,  a  rose  is  a  rose  is  a 
rose. 

Even  though  my  information  is  based  upon 
reading  the  works  by  and  about  those  into  SM 
(including  the  excellent  forum  on  lesbian  SM  in 
GCN  the  past  few  months),  I  never  lose  sight  of 
what  I  see  as  its  central  ingredient:  the  power  dy¬ 
namics  of  master/slave.  Always  keeping  that  in 
mind,  it  comes  as  no  surprise,  then,  that  a  SM  pa¬ 
per  like  Drummer  would  eventually  devote  cov¬ 
erage  to  that  same  set  of  dynamics  as  it  was  so  well 
acted  out  and  perpetrated  by  Nazi  ideology. 

However,  assuming  that  Drummer  has  no  sen¬ 
sitivity  to  satya’s  relatives  and  the  millions  of  oth¬ 
er  Jews  who  were  victims  of  Nazi  atrocities,  one 
would  think  that,  at  this  late  date,  there  would  at 
least  be  some  consciousness  about  the  thousands 
of  gays  who  were  also  butchered  by  the  Nazis. 
Obviously  not. 

To  paraphrase  satya’s  position,  being  queer  is 
NOT  enough  basis  for  unity  among  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Regardless  of  how  much  many  of  us 
would  like  to  believe  otherwise,  the  reality  re¬ 
mains  that  there  are  gay  men  and  lesbians  who  are 
fascist  collaborators.  Contrary  to  the  “politically 
correct”  line  upheld  in  many  movement  circles, 
we  are  not  all  on  the  same  side.  I  no  longer  buy  the 
idea  that  oppressive  gays  and  lesbians  are  some¬ 
how  “not  the  real  enemy.”  An  oppressive  atti¬ 
tude  or  action  expressed  by  a  lesbian  or  gay  is  just 
as  real  as  it  is  when  delivered  by  straights.  To  me, 
the  “enemy”  is  anybody  who  gets  in  the  way  of 
allowing  us  to  develop  our  full  human  potential. 
Respectfully, 

Don  Collier 
Denver,  CO 

P.S.  In  appearance  and  content,  GCN  has  long 
been  oriented  to  both  lesbians  and  gay  men.  GCN 
has  also  been  committed  to  lesbian  visibility.  Why 
not  change  the  name  to  Lesbian/Gay  Community 
News ? 


photogenic 

Dear  friends, 

I  was  looking  through  the  July  25  issue  (as  I 
look  through  every  issue,  and  appreciate  your  ex¬ 
cellent  coverage  of  the  gay  world)  and  found  my 
picture  on  page  14  as  part  of  a  story  on  gay  bash¬ 
ing.  I  was  flattered  to  find  myself  in  the  pages  of 
GCN  —  although  once  you  pass  fifty  you  are  less 
and  less  enchanted  with  how  you  may  look.  But 
the  photo  helps  to  show  that  gays  are  active  in  a 
wide  range  of  events  and  can  encounter  the  police 
in  peace  demonstrations.  This  photo  had  been 
taken  last  year  when  I  was  the  Socialist  Party  can¬ 
didate  for  President  and  taking  part  in  a  Penta¬ 
gon  demonstration. 

That  aside,  the  piece  by  Alessi  was  a  good  one. 
As  long  as  I  am  writing,  and  since  I  don’t  think 
the  Socialist  Party  has  had  time  to  put  out  a  news 
release  yet,  let  me  inform  readers  of  GCN  that  the 
Socialist  Party  has  set  up  a  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force,  which  I  had  originally  headed  but  have 
persuaded  Burt  Schulman  to  take  on.  Burt  can  be 
reached  at  633  10th  Street,  Brooklyn,  NY,  1 1215. 
He  agrees  with  the  general  position  of  the  Social¬ 
ist  Party  that  we  don’t  have  any  quick,  simple, 
easy  answers  or  special  “correct  line”  for  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community.  We  have  a  lot  to  learn 
and  we  count  on  the  Task  Force  spending  more 
time  informing  our  own  memberships  than  mak¬ 
ing  the  mistake  of  trying  to  tell  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  what  it  should  do. 

Fraternally, 

David  McReynolds 
New  York,  NY 

lambda  line 

Dear  Folks, 

A  few  weeks  ago  you  ran  a  news  article 
describing  the  troubles  that  Lambda  Line,  a  gay 
talk  show  heard  on  radio  station  KIOE  in  Hono¬ 
lulu,  Hawaii,  was  having  with  a  group  calling 
itself  the  Christian  Coalition,  a  very  fundamen¬ 
talist  religious  group  that  wanted  the  program 
taken  off  the  air.  As  a  result  of  that  article  I  have 
been  in  contact  with  Bill  Woods,  the  host  of 
Lambda  Line  and  he  has  asked  me  to  share  the 
following  information  with  you. 

To  date,  3,200  petition  signatures  in  support  of 
the  show  have  been  obtained.  Phone  calls  to 
station  KIOE  are  80Wo  in  favor  of  the  program 
and  letters  are  20-1  in  support.  Phone  calls  to  the 
Sexual  Identity  Center  (Bill  is  the  executive 
director  of  SIC)  are  97%  in  support  of  the  show. 
Lambda  Line’s  broadcast  time  has  been  increased 
from  one  hour  to  two  hours. 

The  Christian  Coalition  has  sworn  to  get 
Lambda  Line  removed  from  the  air  at  all  costs  or 
to  close  down  station  KIOE.  They  have  obtained 
2,600  petition  signatures  towards  the  removal  of 
the  program  and  have  taken  to  harassing  KIOE’s 
advertising  clients.  Some  of  the  clients  have  can¬ 
celled  their  ads  just  to  get  out  from  under  the 
harassment. 

Letters  of  support  are  still  needed  and  can  be 
sent  to  PO  Box  3224,  Honolulu,  HA,  96801 . 1  will 
share  further  developments  with  you  as  Bill 
shares  them  with  me. 

Sincerely, 

Stew  Ireland,  programmer 

Straight  Talk  about  Gays,  WCUW,  91.3  f.m., 

Worcester,  MA 


sad 

To  Whom  it  May  Concern, 

I  think  that  it  is  a  sad  commentary  on  gay  peo¬ 
ple  (especially  gay  men)  when  one  finds  a  situ¬ 
ation  like  that  in  Toronto  regarding  the  protests 
of  the  gay  male  community  toward  the  Toronto 
police  department  because  the  police  raided  the 
fuck  bars  and  baths  of  Toronto.  You  will  never 
see  those  men  protest  because  gay  people  have 
been  fired,  or  because  they  have  had  their  chil¬ 
dren  taken  from  them,  or  been  denied  housing. 
The  only  thing  that  gets  a  gay  man’s  dander  up  is 
to  mess  with  his  fuck  bars  or  baths!  Sad,  sad, 
sad!!! 

Sincerely  yours, 

Pam  Jones 
Houston,  TX 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfieid  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Speaking  Out - 

The  New  Normals 


By  Bob  Collins 

Reading  GCN  has  been  a  great  relief  for  me!  I  used  to  be  so  afraid  of  the  Moral  Ma¬ 
jority  and  the  New  Right.  But  now,  every  week,  I  can  read  GCN  and  find  new  horrors  that 
make  the  Right  look  tame.  One  week  1  read  that  David  Thorstad,  a  “boy-love  advocate,” 
is  banned  from  speaking  in  a  small  New  York  town;  another  week  I  find  out  that  GCN  is 
being  removed  from  bookstore  shelves  because  of  an  “offensive”  cover;  lesbian  sado-mas- 
ochists  are  censored  and  harassed;  because  of  strong  opposition  a  grassroots  organization 
refuses  support  for  boy-lovers,  transvestites  and  transsexuals.  This  all  sounds  like  the  work 
of  crazed  right-wingers.  In  fact,  this  and  more  has  been  done  by  some  lesbians  and  gay  men 
—  what  I  call  our  “New  Normals.” 

New  Normals  you  scare  me  to  death! 

I’m  not  a  boy  lover,  I’m  not  especially  into  S&M  (lesbian  or  other),  in  fact,  I  think  I’m 
a  pretty  regular  guy.  But  you’re  making  me  nervous.  If  a  few  lesbians  and  gay  men  can  get 
away  with  such  vicious  tactics  against  other  queers,  I  fear  the  New  Right  —  who  seem  so 
much  stronger  and  better  organized  —  will  demolish  us.  So,  Normals,  if  you  can  spare  a 
few  minutes  from  your  quest  for  moral  purity  and  respectability,  I’d  like  to  talk  about  one 
of  your  biggest  worries,  boy  love,  show  you  why  you’re  so  wrong  about  the  whole  ques¬ 
tion,  and  maybe  convince  you  to  stop  censoring  and  slandering  people  you  don’t  happen  to 
agree  with.  O.K.? 

Boy  Love  Stinks.  .  .  .  But  So  Do  You 

Although  I’m  sympathetic  to  many  of  the  problems  man-boy  lovers  face,  I  think  you 
(boy-lovers)  present  a  very  idealized  picture  of  man-boy  love.  Ancient  Greeks,  the  passing 
on  of  wisdom,  “a  man  and  his  boy”  and  all  that.  You  sound  too  much  like  us  sloganeers  of 
gay-lib  days.  “Gay  is  Good.”  I  think  we’ve  learned  that  gay  isn’t  all  good  and  nothing  else 
is  either.  We  might  understand  boy-love  better  if  you  tried  to  answer  some  of  these 
questions: 

What  are  common  negative  power  relations  between  boys  and  older  men?  What  role 
does  economic  power  play?  Do  these  power  relations  differ  dramatically  from  other  types  of 
sexual  relations? 

Sexuality  has  been  hidden,  denied,  mystified,  exoticized  and  perversely  molded  by 
societies’  needs  and  standards.  Little  is  really  known  about  it.  1  think  we  can  say,  though, 
that  everyone  —  from  very  young  to  very  old  —  is  naturally  sexual  and  sensual.  However,  I 
think  we  can  also  say  that  there  isn’t  one  standard  form  of  sexual  expression  for  all  —  at  all 
times,  at  all  ages.  Are  there  some  forms  of  sexual  expression  more  appropriate  for  young 
boys  than  others?  What  role  does  puberty  play  in  sexuality?  What  might  (or  might  not)  be 
appropriate  forms  of  sexual  expression  for  pre-pubescent  boys?  Does  sex  among  young  boys 
differ  from  sex  between  young  boys  and  older  men?  Under  what  circumstances  is 
“boy-love”  actually  rape? 

Instead  of  being  the  widely  sexual  beings  we  have  the  potential  to  be,  we’ve  been  put 
(and  put  ourselves)  into  increasingly  shrinking  sexual  categories.  We  are  brought  up  to  be 
“homosexual”  or  “heterosexual.”  As  homosexuals,  many  of  us  become  “leather  queens,” 
“bottoms”  or  “tops,”  “chicken  queens,”  “dinge  queens,”  etc.  This  boxiness  makes  us 
more  isolated,  seemingly  foreign,  highly  specialized  and  limited  sexual  beings.  It  undercuts 
spontaneity  and  passion.  By  perpetuating  these  rigid  boundaries  of  “good/bad”  sexuality 
we  support  the  categorization  that  has  made  us  into  perverts  and  others  into  normals.  Isn’t 
boy  love  advocacy,  beyond  mere  defense,  just  more  of  the  same  narrowing  and  limiting  de- 
sexualization  process? 

At  times,  you  seem  only  to  speak  to  the  sexual  needs  of  young  boys,  ignoring  other 
types  of  needs.  Boys  need  to  learn  how  to  survive  and  relate  in  the  world,  how  to  grow 
beyond  woman-hating  and  woman-fear.  Without  a  wider  program  for  supporting  young 
boys  aren’t  you  increasing  a  type  of  ghettoizing  process  where  boys  will  only  be  able  to  relate 
in  narrow  circles,  only  among  other  faggots,  etc.? 

I  think  these  are  difficult  questions  with  no  immediate  answers  but  unless  they  are 
discussed  and  resolved  I’m  worried  that  most  boys  will  grow  up  forced  into  the  same  type 
of  unsatisfying  sexuality  that  most  of  us  are  shackled  with. 

Some  boy  lovers  have  raised  problems  and  discussed  them.  Others  —  a  few  lesbians 
and  gay  men  against  boy  love  —  have  responded  openly  and  fairly.  All  of  this  has  been 
overshadowed,  however,  by  you  New  Normals  who  aren’t  interested  in  hearing  any  of  it. 
It’s  not  normal  to  think  a  lot,  is  it,  Normals? 

First  off,  reading  GCN  you’d  think  boy  lovers  were  a  very  small,  sick,  sneaky  bunch 
of  perverts  dedicated  to  bringing  young  boys  —  their  prey  —  to  rack  and  ruin.  Come  on 
fellas,  didn’t  lots  of  you  have  early  sexual  experiences  with  older  men?  And  didn’t  you 
usually  initiate  them?  Just  because  you’re  older  now  and  more  “established”  in  the  gay 
scene,  don’t  deny  your  past.  And  the  women!  Some  of  you  act  as  if  boy  love  wasn’t  even 
within  the  range  of  human  emotions,  as  if  boy  lovers  weren’t  even  human  —  just  perverts. 
Look  in  the  mirror. 

Secondly,  since  when  is  the  issue  “boy-love”  anyway?  If  some  lesbians  were  more 
honest,  less  intimidated  by  their  social  upbringing  and  their  reputations  among  peers  we 
might  come  to  see  that  the  issue  is  cross-generational  sexuality.  I’m  talking  to  you  who 
lusted  after  your  gym  teacher  or  wanted  the  tenderness  and  assurance  of  an  older  woman 
when,  as  a  young  girl,  you  felt  “queer,”  gawky  and  confused.  I’m  talking  to  you  who,  as 
an  older  woman  now,  desires/wants  to  caress  and  help  a  girl  much  younger  than  you. 
Maybe  you’re  even  doing  “it”  with  one  of  them.  I  know  you’re  there.  Shall  we  name 
names?  (Let’s  start  with  Sappho.)  Lend  your  voices  and  experiences  to  untangle  this  mess. 

It’s  probably  true  that  man-boy  love  is  sexually  expressed  more  than  woman-girl  love. 
I  hear  some  of  you  say,  “Girl-love  is  only  minimal  and  just  another  example  of  some 
woman’s  sexuality  being  forced  into  male  dominated  sexual  patterns  —  preservation  of  the 
young.”  Maybe  that’s  true.  But  I’d  be  more  inclined  to  ask  instead,  what  it  was  about 
female  development  in  this  society  that  makes  cross-generational  sexuality  and  sexual 
expression  such  a  taboo? 

But  I  keep  forgetting  that  you  Normal  women  are  getting  to  be  just  as  bad  as  the 
Normal  guys.  Girl  love?  Taboo?  They’re  not  important  to  you  now.  You  can’t  be  bothered 
by  somebody  else’s  hangups.  You’ve  got  therapy  for  problems.  You’ve  got  careers  to  think 
about.  You’ve  got  private  and  consenting  adult  relationships  and  sensible  friends. 


Most  disgusting  are  you  hoity-toity  women  and  you  “good  gay”  fag  symps  who 
censor  and  malign  in  the  name  of  “feminism.”  Is  that  what  feminism  has  come  to  stand 
for?  Are  these  new  feminist  tactics?  I  think  there  are  some  feminists  out  there  who  need  to 
set  some  “sisters  and  brothers”  straight.  (Better  do  it  soon,  sisters,  the  New  Normals  will 
be  censoring  you  next!) 

Normals,  you’re  cutting  off  organizational  and  legal  support  for  young  boys  and  men 
in  trouble  with  the  law.  You’re  further  limiting  and  confining  the  sexuality  of  young  girls 
and  women  already  psychically  suffocated  by  this  society.  By  supporting  or  broadening 
current  child  protection  laws  you  might  be  making  a  sick  alliance  with  the  most  vicious 
child-hating,  sex-hating  forces  on  the  Right.  You  reinforce  the  whole  concept  of  mean  and 
punishing  laws  in  this  society.  And  you  act  against  the  better  interest  of  those  most  stifled 
by  our  legal  system.  (Ask  a  lesbian  mother  who  has  lost  her  kids  through  the  courts  how 
she  feels  about.the  legal  system  and  current  “child  protection”  laws.)  At  the  same  time  — 
what  hypocrites!  —  you  whine  about  the  New  Right,  which  uses  exactly  the  same  tactics, 
because  they  threaten  your  legal  rights,  your  jobs,  your  relationships,  your  quest  for 
normalcy! 

Sex,  Sex,  Who’s  Got  the  Sex? 

But  the  issue  isn’t  just  cross-generational  sex.  The  same  fights  have  been  going  on 
about  other  “perversions”  —  lesbian  S&M,  public  sex,  pornography,  promiscuity,  non¬ 
monogamy,  bars,  baths,  punk  music,  etc.  The  issue  is  SEX  —  how  we  do  it,  whether  we  do 
it,  who  we  do  it  with,  where  we  do  it,  why  we  do  it,  whether  it  hurts  or  feels  good,  or  hurts 
and  feels  good. 

A  common  thread  among  the  “perversions”  is  that  they  all  glaringly  expose  the  rela¬ 
tionship  of  sex  and  power.  They  are  public  expressions  of  privatized  taboo.  They  are  all 
loaded  with  traps,  I  agree,  but  that  is  no  reason  to  label  them  as  bad,  abnormal,  sick.  The 
obvious  traps  of  “perversions”  tend  to  obscure  the  hidden  traps  of  “normalcy”  which 
reflect  the  same  problems  of  power.  Our  choices  must  not  be  limited  to  either  “pro”  or 
“con.”  It’s  not  that  simple.  As  a  product  of  this  society,  sexual  expression  is  at  once 
mutated  and  bent  to  society’s  standards  and  needs,  but,  nevertheless  a  necessary  aspect  of 
our  lives. 

But  you  Normals  have  grown  older  and  more  subdued  now.  You’ve  become  interested 
in  the  “better  things  of  life.”  Where  once  you  might  have  put  great  faith  in  community, 
tenderness,  new  types  of  living  and  loving  you’ve  come  (often  after  much  sadness  and 
resignation)  to  channel  those  desires  into  society’s  most  common  alternative  —  normalcy. 
You  seek  an  o.k.  life  through  the  good  house  and  job  routine  with  respectability  and 
chilling  sensibleness.  For  many  of  you  the  decision  was  made  for  reasons  of  gut  survival. 
The  early  fantasies  of  “new  community”  were  not  matched  by  reality. 

I’m  getting  older,  too.  Survival  is  very  important  to  me.  I  share  many  of  your 
aspirations.  I’ve  had  a  hard  life  and  I  want  pleasure  —  much  pleasure.  But  I’m  not 
planning  to  de-pervertize  myself  and  shift  all  the  perverseness  on  to  others.  It’s  got  no 
style. 

Heading  to  normalcy  is  heading  away  from  passion  and  desire.  Holding  on  to  the  little 
things,  resigning  ourselves  to  what’s  available,  holds  back  changes  that  would  make  real 
differences  in  our  lives.  On  the  one  hand,  this  conservatism  is  simply  not  satisfying.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  the  light  of  a  growing  right-wing  sex  offensive,  acceptance  of  current 
unsatisfying  and  repressive  sexual  relations  and  failure  to  imagine,  propose  and  create  a 
more  passionate  and  fulfilling  sexuality  is  suicidal.  I  don’t  see  the  answers  but  I  know  I’ll 
never  find  them  putting  on  new  blinders  over  the  blinders  we’ve  had  put  on  us  our  whole 
lives. 

There  are  solutions.  The  very  fact  of  our  existence  today  is  the  best  example.  It’s  much 
better  for  us  now  than  before  Stonewall  and  gay  liberation  days.  It’s  better  because  we 
took  a  chance,  we  came  out,  we  opened  up  to  new  ideas,  we  looked  at  things  differently, 
we  worked  hard  and  we  had  courage.  I’m  asking  for  more  of  that. 

Normals  get  off  the  backs  of  perverts.  Listen  to  others;  talk  with  your  friends.  Try  to 
think  long  and  avoid  knee-jerk  reactions.  Question  why  you  think  the  way  you  do.  Relax. 
Do  some  experimenting.  Perverts  and  those  in  between  —  come  down  hard  on  censorship, 
demand  fairness  and  honesty,  beware  of  those  who  use  feminism,  religion,  friendship, 
tradition  or  any  other  “holies”  to  squelch  ideas.  There  are  some  who  have  done  this.  (The 
women’s  magazine  “Heresies  #12 — Sex  Issue”  is  a  wonderful  example.)  Follow  their  lead. 

I’m  sure  there  are  many  of  you  who  are  afraid  of  open  discussion  about  sex  and 
power.  I’m  afraid,  too,  and  I  certainly  sympathize  —  but  not  that  much.  By  clamping 
down  on  the  discussion  or  pushing  your  normalcy  rap  crap  you’ve  hurt  a  lot  of  people. 
And  I  know  the  rap  about  women:  “It  is  very  difficult  for  women  (especially  lesbians)  to 
speak  publicly  about  sex  and  power  because  most  women  have  been  brutalized  by  current 
standards.”  Yes,  I  understand  that  problem  but  I’ve  also  noticed  thatmanyof  you  can  sure 
talk  your  mouths  off  about  everybody  else’s  sexuality  and  in  this  present  case  many  of  you 
are  doing  the  brutalizing. 

I  hope  this  has  been  helpful.  I’m  looking  forward  to  reading  more  fun  letters  in  GCN. 
I’d  love  to  see  more  attacks  on  the  Normals,  some  juicy,  tender  girl-love  stories,  a  little 
more  humor,  a  little  less  rigidity.  Maybe  once  we’ve  learned  how  to  fight  among  ourselves  a 
little  better  and  learned  how  to  treat  each  other  with  a  little  respect  we’ll  be  united  enough 
to  go  after  the  Real  Normals. 

— A  feminist  for  an  end  to  perversity  and  normalcy! 

Vive  la  difference! 

Thanks  to  M.S. _ 

“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Community  Voices 


oasis 

To  the  Community: 

The  Oasis  will  be  dosed  for  vacation  during 
August.  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  say 
thanks  to  many  people  who  have  helped  the  club 
in  its  first  year:  To  the  GCN  staff  not  only  for  the 
listings  in  their  weekly  calendar,  but  also  for  the 
time  I’ve  spent  in  the  office  where  they  gave  me 
much  help  and  support.  I’d  also  like  to  thank 
publicly  the  women  of  Persephone  Press,  Inc., 
for  laying  out  the  Oasis  calendar;  the  Arlington 
Street  Church  for  renting  me  the  space  and  for  be¬ 
ing  very  supportive  of  gay  and  women’s  rights  not 
just  by  their  talk  but  in  their  actions;  Zeeb  for  a 
loan  and  for  her  extreme  patience;  New  Words 
Bookstore  and  The  Freedom  Center  for  their  love 
and  care  in  getting  the  information  out. 

I  also  thank  every  musician,  poet,  playwright, 
film-maker,  comic,  improv  performer  —  every¬ 


one  who  shared  their  talents  at  Oasis.  And  thanks 
to  the  photographers  whose  works  graced  the 
walls  every  month.  Also,  to  “The  Collective” 
who  helped  in  so  many  ways. 

What  I’m  trying  to  get  at  is  to  thank  you,  the 
people  who  have  come  to  Oasis  and  made  one  of 
my  fantasies  a  reality.  Without  you  it  wouldn’t 
have  happened.  And,  last  but  not  least,  my  lover, 
who  has  survived  my  ups  and  downs  this  first 
year. 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  all  in  September, 
when  Oasis  will  open  again.  And  I  want  to  let  you 
know  we  have  broken  another  myth:  We  can  start 
a  program  on  time!!  Again  thanks  and 
See  you  in  September, 

Love,  in  lesbian  pride, 

Maxine  Feldman 
Boston,  MA 


testimony 

Dear  Friends, 

Following  on  the  heels  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Debus’s 
letter,  allow  me  to  testify  that  I  joined  the  gay 
community  out  of  a  long  and  serious  study  of 
Holy  Scripture.  I  am  putting  together  a  book  to 
demonstrate  that  Anita  Bryant’s  convictions  were 
not  Christian,  but  come  from  the  old  pagan  cult 
of  the  hearth  in  which  the  family  is  the  beginning 
and  end  of  religion. 

Now,  to  expose  sixteen  hundred  years  of  Bibli¬ 
cal  misinterpretation:  those  who  use  the  Bible  to 
condemn  homosexuality  have  lost  sight  of  Deu¬ 
teronomy  4:4  which  forbids  any  addition  to  or  de¬ 
letion  from  the  given  text  that  would  make  the 
Law  of  God  impossible  to  keep.  Leviticus  18:22 
forbids  using  a  male  as  a  female  and  20:13  blames 


equally  the  user  and  the  used.  Moses  has  not  a 
word  to  say  against  lesbianism  or  (mutual)  mas¬ 
turbation.  The  sin  of  Onan  (Genesis,  38:9)  was 
failing  to  “build  up  his  brother’s  house”  (Deuter¬ 
onomy  25:9).  The  issue  in  Romans  1:27  is  sodo¬ 
my,  which  is  just  as  easy  in  the  context  of  mar¬ 
riage. 

Regarding  “oral  fornication”  (A.D.  Hutchin¬ 
son’s  letter),  fellatio  is  the  by  now  familiar  term 
for  oral  copulation.  The  primary  meaning  of  for¬ 
nication  in  the  New  Testament  is  inter-marriage 
with  non-Israelites,  though  it  meant  something 
very  different  to  the  Romans  (e.g..  Saint  Augus¬ 
tine),  from  whom  we  take  the  word. 

Peter  Tibbetts-Williams 
Boston,  MA 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 

David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square»Boston,  Massachusetts  02116#617-426-2020 


/SHORE\ 

KhouseJ 

15'/ 6  Shore  Road 
Ogunquit.  Maine  03907 
207/646-8654 

Stay  at  Ogunquit’s  newest  guest  house 
and  enjoy  its  turn  of  the  century  charm 
and  grace.  Complimentary  continental 
breakfast  in  our  living  room  or  on  the 
veranda.  All  this  comfort  and  quiet 
near  the  heart  of  Ogunquit  —  just  a 
minute's  walk  to  the  town  and  beach. 


m 

WE  offers  a  dating  service  for  the  gay 
community.  For  six  months,  WE  will 
guarantee  monthly  computer  selected 
compatible  persons  for  your  $25  member¬ 
ship  fee.  The  personality  questionnaire 
will  be  kept  confidential. 

For  further  information,  write  to: 

Box  2660,  Boston,  MA  02208 


104-104A  Bradford  Street  Apartments  &  Guest  Rooms 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657  Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 

(617)487-3232  In  the  Center  of  Town 

Laurel  &  Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeepers 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
trices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa- 
ion  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  ot  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  RIVER!  ST.,  BEACON  HIU 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 


Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 

727  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS  02111 


complete  Pock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 

FREE 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 

INITIAL  CONSULTATION 


426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


Plumbing 

&heafing 


Robert 

427-2778  G" 


ABOVE  TIDE  INN 

Where  you  can  vacation  and  yet 
still  have  the  feeling  of  home. 

20  Beach  Street,  Ogunquit,  Maine  (207)  646-7454 


Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  Ogunquit’s 
Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies.  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 
OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 
RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST,  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 
••••••••••••••••••••• 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  desisns  &  etchinss 
restorations 


Joe  Flemins,  mfa 

265-2289 

eveninss 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 

Assertiveness  Training 

Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 

Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (617)  266-1450 

Insane 

Continued  from  page  1 

car.  All  three  of  them  were  falling 

down.” 

Furthermore,  according  to 
Downing,  Crumpley  wrote  a  letter 
to  his  attorney  in  which  he  admit¬ 
ted  having  fabricated  a  childhood 
incident  he  had  related  in  an  earlier 
letter. 

The  huge  mass  of  psychiatric 
evidence  produced  by  the  defense 
— Crumpley ’s  attorney  cited  14 
separate  diagnoses  of  paranoid 
schizophrenia — appeared  to  have 
convinced  the  jury,  however. 
“There  was  only  so  much  the 
prosecution  could  do,”  said 
Downing. 

Crumpley  will  now  be  turned 
over  to  the  New  York  state  mental 
health  commissioner  for  30  days  of 
test.  Justice  James  J.  Leff,  the 
judge  who  presided  over  the  trial, 
will  then  decide  Crumpley’s 
future.  If  Crumpley  is  found  to 
suffer  from  a  dangerous  mental 
disorder,  he  must  be  sent  to  a 
maximum  security  mental 
hospital,  where  the  length  of  his 
stay  will  be  determined  by  periodic 
tests. 

Village  Voice  columnist  Arthur 
Bell,  who  also  followed  the  trial, 
told  GCN  that  Leff  is  a  “very 
tough  judge.”  “I  think  they’ll 
keep  him  in  a  heavily  guarded 
mental  institution  for  many 
years,”  he  said. 
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Oh  dear,  another  coming  out  story. 


/  ^  // 

Don't  be  so  blase,  Sweet  Pea.  Coming  Out 
stories  are  an  important  part  of  our  col¬ 
lective  memory.  Keep  in  touch  with  the 
news,  opinions,  and  yes,  the  memories  of 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

Subscribe  to  G.C.N.! 


WATERSHIP 

INN 


Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 


Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss 

Vince  Tutcla 


P.O.  Box  918 
7  Wimhrop  Street 
Provineetown.  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487-0094 


SSSST* 


Women  owned  &  operated 
Free  homeowners  counseling 
for  Jamaica  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  WEEKENDS 


Own  A  Business? 

Know  Someone  Who  Does? 

GCN  Display  Ads  Work! 

Write  or  call  for  a  rate  card  today. 

(617)  426-4469 

10%  off  with  initial  pre-paid  order 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUI 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


(< 


Direct  from  New  York: 

Rough  House” 
We’ll  Meet  Again 


“Pier  Groups” 


Boston's  Best  At!  Mote  Show ! 


TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  P-Town’s  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487  0381 


WOMEN’S 
COMMUNITY 
HCfllTH  C€NT€R 

o  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  lesbion  health 

Issues,  Menopouse. 
Herbol  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shows  —  ftvalloble  for 
Groups 

women- worker,  owned  ond  controlled 
639  Moss.  five..  Cambridge  547-2302 


Johnn  M.  Aloia,DMD 

general  dentistry  in  a 
relaxed  environment 


.  u Kt/V 

r'Oi&Gk’} CND iwd’’) 

311  Commonwealth  Av. 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
266-9135  by  appointment 
Evening  hours  available 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sat. 

Days  &  Eves. 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


HAIRCUTS  TO  GIVE  A 
SENSE  OK  WELl  -BKJNC 

CORNER  OK  NKMBI  RA  AM)  HKRKKORI)  STRUTS 

BOSTON.  MA  02116  TELEPHONE  266-0300 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  .  . . 

XA^APU  GRAPHICS 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661-6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 
Insurance  Accepted 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
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FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9am  9pm  Friday  9am  5pm 
Wed.  6:30  8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testing/Treatment  i  NOW  OPEN 
Tues.  6:30  9pm  Women's  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 

•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier-free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


FisherTravel  367-3490 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A.  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays  Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
Caribbean  Holidays  N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 

Munich  Oktoberfest  Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 

One  Week  September  18 


healthy  teeth  . 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


Jeb  Talks  Picturing  Lesbians . jeb  Talks 


L*sbians  protest  US  intervention  in  El  Salvador  .1  ,  march  on  the  Pentagon  in  May 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

The  photo  credit  “JEB”  has  appeared 
constantly  in  feminist  and  other  progres¬ 
sive  magazines  over  the  last  decade,  ac¬ 
companying  memorable  pictures  of  dem¬ 
onstrations,  events,  celebrations  and  un¬ 
forgettable  faces  of  women.  Lately,  Joan 
E.  Biren  —  “JEB”  —  has  been  traveling 
around  the  U.S.  with  a  slide  show  on  the 
history  of  lesbian  photography.  She  has 
also  published  a  book  of  her  photographs 
entitled  Eye  to  Eye:  Portraits  of  Lesbians. 
She  is  working  on  two  more  books,  one  of 
which  will  involve  a  trip  around  the  world 
to  photograph  lesbians  in  many  cultures. 

JEB  became  involved  in  the  early  years 
of  the  second  wave  of  feminism,  and,  in 
1971,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  The 
Furies,  a  group  of  radical  lesbians  that  in¬ 
cluded  writers  Charlotte  Bunch  and  Rita 
Mae  Brown;  Ginny  Berson  (later  a  co¬ 
founder  of  Olivia  Records);  and  Coletta 
Reid  (a  partner  in  Diana  Press).  JEB  sub¬ 
sequently  founded  Moonforce  Media,  a 
women’s  film  distribution  project.  She  is 
a  self-taught  photographer  who  worked 
for  a  local  newspaper  and  later  freelanced 
for  “straight”  clients.  As  JEB  describes 
it,  “It  was  endless  pictures  of  ugly  men 
shaking  hands  with  each  other  or  handing 
each  other  checks  or  awards.”  In  1979  she 
stopped  these  jobs  to  publish  her  book 
Eye  to  Eye.  Since  then  she  has  been  able 
to  support  herself  by  touring  with  her 
slide  show  and  by  doing  lesbian  and  fem¬ 
inist  photography.  Says  JEB,  “It’s  some¬ 
thing  I  really  never  thought  would  hap¬ 
pen,  and  I  don’t  know  how  long  it  will 
last,  but  I’m  certainly  hoping  it  will  last.” 

MT:  For  Eye  to  Eye,  your  last  book,  you 
traveled  around  the  U.S.  What  was  that 
like? 


JEB:  I’ve  traveled  through  the  U.S.  both 
photographing  and  showing  my  slide 
show.  I’ve  traveled  a  lot  in  a  VW  van  that 
broke  down  constantly,  which  wasn’t 
much  fun.  In  terms  of  being  welcomed,  it 
was  a  wonderful  experience.  I  went  from 
town  to  town  and  found  lesbians  who  I 
had  never  met  before  or  known  briefly 
and  was  offered  hospitality  and  conversa¬ 
tion  and  connection.  Sometimes  it’s  very 
exhausting  to  be  on  the  road,  constantly 
away  from  wherever  you  thought  your 
home  was  when  you  started.  And  yet,  in 
another  degree,  I  felt  at  home,  wherever  I 
was. 


MT:  What  did  you  observe  about  lesbian 
communities  on  your  trips? 

JEB:  I  went  cross  country  in  ’77,  and 
again  last  summer,  in  ’80.  Communities 
have  changed  a  great  deal  in  that  time. 
We’re  definitely  a  growing,  changing, 
evolving  culture  and  movement.  Institu¬ 
tions  pop  up  and  disappear;  women  are 


concerned  with  different  issues.  On  my 
first  trip,  I  felt  we  were  in  an  expansive, 
optimistic  phase;  there  was  a  lot  more 
free-floating  optimism,  that  whatever  we 
did  we  would  learn  from  it,  and  it  would 
be  helpful.  There  was  a  feeling  of  space 
and  time  and  resources  being  on  the  in¬ 
crease.  Last  year,  women  were  beginning 
to  sense  that  things;  were  getting  tougher 


economically  and  politically,  and  there 
wasn’t  the  same  expansive  feeling.  There 
was  more  of  a  feeling  of  needing  to  pull 
together  and  be  a  lot  clearer  about  prior¬ 
ities,  because  things  were  tightening  up. 

MT:  Do  you  see  any  of  this  reflected  vis¬ 
ually? 

JEB:  Yes,  in  dress.  I  think  we  have  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  if  women  start  to  dress  to 
pass,  shaving  and  so  on,  that  we  have  to 
be  clear  about  what  that  means.  The  way 
we  look  and  dress  is  a  form  of  rebellion 
and  resistance.  If  we  choose  not  to  wear 
pants  or  comfortable  shoes,  for  example, 
in  order  to  fit  in  better  on  the  job  or  any¬ 
where,  we  should  at  least  be  conscious 
that  we  are  being  oppressed.  It  is  not  just 
our  choosing  to  dress  one  way  or  the  oth¬ 
er,  but  that  we  have  decided  to  abandon 
one  form  of  rebellion.  The  same  is  true  of 
hair;  where  and  how  long  we  grow  it.  I 
know  there  is  a  way  in  which  I  feel  safer 
when  my  hair  is  longer.  And  when  I  am 
being  disobedient,  I  don’t  feel  safe. 


boy- type  so-called  lesbians  or  more  hard¬ 
core  pornographic  photos  of  pseudo-les¬ 
bians.  It  is  very  distorted  and  male-de¬ 
fined.  We  have  to  remember  that  we  don’t 
have  a  real  picture  of  lesbians  internation¬ 
ally.  That’s  why  I  think  it  would  be  so  ex¬ 
citing  to  do  this  trip.  We  need  to  “see 
through  our  own  eyes.”  We  have  to  make 
our  own  definitions.  What  we  read  about 
lesbians  in  lesbian  publications  from  oth¬ 
er  countries,  I  would  believe.  I  have  a  feel¬ 
ing  that  what  is  really  going  on  all  around 
the  world  is  as  different  from  our  impres¬ 
sions  from  mass  media  as  the  images  of 
lesbians  being  put  out  in  the  U.S.  by  the 
male  media  are  different  from  those  that 
we  are  creating  ourselves. 


MT:  I’m  really  glad  you  are  working  with 
Persephone  Press,  Inc.,  because  they  have 
a  very  international  perspective. 


MT:  Why  do  you  want  to  travel  around 
the  world  photographing  lesbians? 

JEB:  Lesbians  are  building  an  interna¬ 
tional  network  and  this  will  be  a  visual 
representation  of  whatever  that  network 
is.  I  expect  to  find  differences,  but  also 
some  very  fundamental,  shared  perspec¬ 
tives.  I’m  hoping  to  go  to  South  America, 
Asia,  Europe,  and  maybe  Africa.  Right 
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JEB:  This  whole  book  was  really  their 
idea.  1  know  that  they  will  actually 
publish  this  book,  so  my  part  is  to  get 
myself  around  the  world  and  make  the 
photographs.  How  well  I  do  will  partly 
depend  on  how  much  time  and  money  I 
have,  which  is  unfortunate,  because 
sometimes  you  really  have  to  stay  there 
and  let  the  thing  unfold.  But  during  the 
next  year  I’ll  be  raising  the  money  and 
planning  the  trip. 
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Dan*  drives  her  Tab  in  Galveston,  Texas. 


now  I’m  collecting  contacts  of  lesbian 
women  in  other  countries  who  could  be 
photographed  or  could  put  me  in  touch 
with  women  who  would. 

MT:  Do  you  think  you’ll  find  things  that 
would  be  bizarre  or  "politically  incor¬ 
rect”  by  American  standards? 

JEB:  I  think  that  our  idea  of  what  is  po¬ 
litically  incorrect  or  normal  for  lesbians 
has  got  to  expand  somewhat.  When  I 
travel,  I  do  expect  to  find  a  wide  variety 
of  ways  of  being  a  lesbian,  because  I’ll  be 
in  such  different  cultures;  that’s  part  of 
what  is  exciting  and  interesting.  Even  in 
the  U.S.,  we  are  finding  that  lesbians’ 
lives  are  very  different.  If  we  just  define 
lesbian  as  the  way  white  middle-class  les¬ 
bian  feminists  have  mostly  turned  out  to 
be,  like  much  of  the  activist  community  in 
recent  years,  then  we  are  cheating  our¬ 
selves  out  of  having  a  larger  family.  I  also 
believe,  though,  that  there  is  something 
that  unites  all  of  us  as  lesbians,  whether 
we  are  all  immediately  recognizable  and 
identifiable  to  each  other  or  not.  So  I’ll  be 
looking  for  unifying  traits  among  the  dif¬ 
ferences,  too. 

MT:  What  would  you  do,  though,  if  you 
kept  finding  things  like  women  who  are 
putting  on  sex  shows  for  men,  and  that 
was  considered  lesbianism  in  a  certain  cul¬ 
ture?  That  seems  to  be  a  lot  of  what  I  have 
seen  of  lesbians  in  other  countries. 

JEB:  The  highly  visible  depictions  of  les¬ 
bians  in  this  country  are  just  as  bizarre. 
However,  they  are  not  true.  They  are  pri¬ 
marily  male  representations  of  lesbians, 
such  as  David  Hamilton’s  photos  of  Play¬ 


MT:  What  else  are  you  working  on  now? 

JEB:  My  first  book.  Eye  to  Eye,  was  por¬ 
traits  of  lesbians.  My  next  project,  which 
hopefully  will  be  a  book  at  some  point,  is 
a  portrait  of  the  community  and  of  the 
movement:  a  portrait  of  our  institutions, 
our  events,  and  the  support  structures  we 
have  created.  Our  publishers  and  printers, 
our  health  clinics,  bars  and  restaurants, 
friendship  circles,  and  organizations,  with 
a  special  focus  on  the  work  of  resistance. 
And  so  much  of  this  is  involved  with  our 
day  to  day  existence.  Sometimes  we  don’t 
photograph  these  very  important  parts  of 
our  lives  because  they  seem  so  common¬ 
place.  We  assume  that  they  will  be 
remembered,  but  it’s  not  so. 

I  think  this  type  of  record  does  exist  in 
women’s  journals  a  lot,  so  there  is  an 
enormous  amount  of  written  material, 
but  I’m  worried  that  there  isn’t  enough 
visual  material.  Because  I’ve  been  doing 
historical  research  on  women  photogra¬ 
phers  and  because  of  my  contacts  with  the 
marvelous  women  at  the  Lesbian  Her- 
story  Archives,  I’ve  begun  to  appreciate 
even  more  the  value  of  having  a  record  of 
daily  existence.  Not  just  of  special  people 
or  special  occasions,  but  of  all  of  our  lives 
as  we  live  them  every  day.  One  thing  I’ve 
learned  from  touring  with  my  slide  show 
is  that  seeing  an  historical  visual  record  of 
lesbian  lives  encourages  us  all  to  go  back 
and  preserve  whatever  record  we  have  of 
our  own  life.  The  show  inspires  lesbians 
to  preserve  the  photographs  that  they 
have,  to  find  ones  from  family  collec¬ 
tions,  and  to  make  more.  My  show  in¬ 
cludes  a  large  selection  by  contemporary 
photographers,  and  I  encourage  women 
to  send  me  lesbian-identified  work.  I’m1 


constantly  rotating  new  work  into  the 
show,  so  it’s  sort  of  like  a  traveling  exhib¬ 
it. 

But  1  got  away  from  talking  about  the 
new  photographs  that  I  am  making  my¬ 
self,  because  the  slide  show  has  been  a 
preoccupation.  Now  I’m  photographing 
more  again  and  it  is  exciting  and  scary 
too.  I  hope  this  new  collection  will  be  like 
a  visual  catalog  of  the  amazing  work  that 
lesbians  are  doing  organizing  political 
resistance  and  creating  lesbian  culture  all 
across  the  country. 


MT:  Are  lesbian  photographers  organized 
in  some  way  nationally? 

JEB:  Lesbian  photographers  and  visual 
artists  are  just  beginning  to  know  each 
other. 

We  hope  to  get  people  to  know  that  we 
exist,  and  to  see  some  of  our  work.  A  few 
years  ago,  I  didn’t  know  three  other 
lesbian  photographers.  Now  it’s  just 
phenomenal  to  have  a  support  network 
and  to  exchange  work  and  ideas.  We  trade 
slides  like  I  used  to  trade  bubble  gum 
cards  as  a  kid.  A  lot  of  us  are  self-taught, 
and  if  we  can  get  together  and  exchange 
information  then  we  all  stand  to  gain.  It’s 
still  somewhat  informal.  We  don’t  have 
any  organization,  but  there  are  mailing 
lists  and  things  are  happening.  For 
example,  the  first  feminist  photography 
magazine  has  been  published,  called  The 
Blatant  Image.  It  is  not  solely  a  lesbian 
magazine,  but  it  is  part  of  a  flowering  of 
women  involved  in  photography. 

MT:  What  was  it  like  to  be  one  of  the 
legendary  Furies?  How  do  you  see  that 
time? 

JEB:  I’m  not  sure  how  legendary  The 
Furies  is.  Many  lesbians  have  never  heard 
of  them.  It  was  in  Washington,  DC  in 
1971  at  a  time  when  nobody  understood 
lesbianism  as  a  political  issue,  even  within 
the  women’s  movement.  When  some  of  us 
came  out  as  lesbians,  straight  feminists, 
who  were  our  friends  and  who  we  worked 
with  on  everything  like  abortion  rights 
and  day  care,  didn’t  want  to  deal  with  it. 
They  didn’t  want  it  brought  up  in  our 
consciousness  raising  group.  They 
became  very  threatened  and  the  move¬ 
ment  split  into  gay/straight  sides. 

Those  of  us  who  had  come  out  felt  that 
we  had  lost  our  connections  to  the 
movement,  so  we  had  to  create  our  own 
movement,  starting  from  our  own  reality, 
which  had  been  denied  and  rejected.  With 
some  lesbians  who  were  already  out  we 
formed  a  lesbian  feminist  collective,  called 
the  Furies.  We  lived  and  worked  together, 
and  our  work  was  political  work.  We  were 
trying  to  develop  lesbian  feminist  politics, 
theory,  and  analysis.  We  wanted  to  create 
a  strategy  of  action,  and  to  engage  in 
different  actions.  Some  things  we  did 
included  a  skill  center  for  women,  retreats 


and  forums  for  discussion  of  issues,  and 
the  newspaper  called  The  Furies. 

Within  the  context  of  having  separated 
from  the  straight  women’s  movement,  we 
also  had  other  issues  to  work  out  among 
ourselves,  one  of  the  main  ones 


JEB:  We  felt  very  radical  at  the  time.  We 
were  much  more  conscious  than  a  lot  of  us 
are  now  that  we  were  doing  something 
entirely  radical  and  revolutionary — and 
meaning  to  do  it.  Because  we  were  angry 
at  the  way  things  worked,  the  way  we  were 


class.  It  was  a  time  of  a  great  many 
changes,  both  within  myself  personally 
and  within  the  political  world  that  I  was 
dealing  with  at  the  time.  Some  of  it  was 
extremely  painful  and  difficult— losing 
the  support  of  straight  women  who  had 
been  close  colleagues,  beginning  to 
understand  that  I  oppressed  other  lesbians 
because  of  my  class  privilege. 

MT:  That  group  created  the  model  for 
thousands  of  other  groups  and  actions. 
How  did  it  feel  to  be  one  of  the  radicals 
that  created  that  model? 


oppressed  as  women  and  lesbians.  We 
analyzed  the  kinds  of  privilege  that  existed 
for  heterosexuals,  whites  and  middle  class 
people.  In  some  ways  it  was  like  entering  a 
void  though  because  every  value  you  ever 
held  was  thrown  into  question,  nothing 
was  clear  as  a  guide  to  theory  or  action. 
We  knew  that  the  kind  of  changes  needed 
would  require  a  very  radical  type  of 
action,  so  we  consciously  set  out  to  do 
that.  We  attempted  a  lot;  I’m  proud  of 
what  we  achieved  but  we  made  many 
mistakes  too. 

Continued  on  page  12 
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Gays  in  Prison 

On  the  Inside  Looking  Out 


By  Jack  Kunsman 

Fear.  Almost  uncontrollable. 
That’s  what  I  felt  when  I  entered 
the  Federal  Youth  Center  at 
Englewood,  Colorado  in  March  of 
1969.  It  wasn’t  so  much  the  fear  of 
losing  my  freedom  as  it  was  the 
fear  of  the  unknown.  I  had  heard 
many  chilling  stories  about  jail  — 
recounted  to  me  by  several  con¬ 
victs  at  the  Denver  County  Jail 
where  I  awaited  trial  for  trans¬ 
porting  a  stolen  car  across  the  state 
line.  All  the  stories  were  the  same; 
they  all  told  of  the  perils  faced  by 
young,  pretty,  blond-haired,  blue¬ 
eyed  boys.  Stories  of  rape,  beat¬ 
ings,  and  even  death. 

Such  stories  are,  in  themselves, 
enough  to  un-nerve  even  the 
toughest  of  kids.  For  me  they  held 
a  double-barreled  blast:  I  was 
young  (14),  fairly  good-looking, 
with  blond  hair  and  blue  eyes,  and 
I  was  gay.  - 

My  first  few  days  at  Englewood 
were  filled  with  sleepless  nights 
and  nervous  days,  waiting  for  the 
First  confrontation  that  was  part  of 
the  inevitable  existence  in  prison. 
How  would  I  handle  myself  if 
someone  tried  to  jump  me?  How 
could  I  blend  into  the  woodwork 
and  not  be  noticed?  I  asked  myself 
a  million  questions  and  could  not 
find  a  single  answer.  So,  I  just  sat 
on  my  bunk  those  first  few  days 
and  waited,  not  even  knowing 
what  it  was  that  I  waited  for.  And  I 
watched.  I  watched  the  other  guys 
in  my  dorm  to  try  to  single  out 
those  who  seemed  to  be  “running 
the  show.”  And  I  listened  to  pieces 
of  conversation  that  drifted  my 
way.  And  l  learned. 

Since  sex  comprises  a  good  deal 
of  the  conversation  in  jail  1  soon 
learned  the  general  attitude  toward 
homosexuals.  Basically,  I  found 
that  a  good  percentage  of  the  guys 
would  admit  that  they  would  let  a 
“sissy”  suck  their  cock,  or  they 
would  fuck  a  “sissy”  in  the  ass, 
but  never  reciprocate.  Other  than 
during  clandestine  sex,  “sissies” 
were  to  be  avoided  like  the  plague. 
So,  Jack  —  decision  time.  Do  you 
hide  what  you  are  and  be  one  of 
the  “boys”  or  do  you  stand  by 
what  you  believe  in  and  be  who 
you  are? 

The  first  part  of  that  question 
was,  by  far,  the  easiest  route  to 
take.  It  eliminated  any  kind  of  has¬ 
sle  sexually  from  the  other  guys, 
and  created  its  own  insulation 
against  the  fear.  It  would  also  be  a 
cop-out.  I  would  be  living  a  lie.  I 
decided  to  be  myself,  but  only 
after  I  had  gained  the  respect  of 
my  peer  group.  Easier  said  than 
done. 

It  didn’t  take  me  long  to  pick 
out  the  “toughs”  —  the  guys  who 
ran  the  dorm  —  and  I  decided  that 
in  order  to  establish  my  identity  I 
would  have  to  somehow  get  into 
their  “clique.”  I  couldn’t  imagine 
how.  I  shouldn’t  have  worried 


because  the  door  to  their  group 
opened  for  me  in  a  few  days  later 
by  an  unusual  means. 

I  had  just  finished  showering 
and  had  returned  to  my  bunk  to 
dry  off  and  dress  when,  behind 
me,  I  heard  a  whistle  like  the  cat¬ 
call  whistle  a  guy  lets  loose  when  a 
pretty  girl  goes  by.  I  froze.  I  turned 
around  and  saw,  across  the  isle, 
one  of  the  biggest  Indian  dudes  in 
the  dormitory  standing  in  his  bunk 
area  smiling  at  me.  Although  I 
died  a  thousand  deaths  inside,  I 
glared  at  him  for  a  few  seconds, 


made  a  face  of  disgust,  and  turned 
back  to  finish  my  dressing.  Again 
the  whistle  screamed  in  my  ears.  I 
spun  around  and  looked  at  the  In¬ 
dian  boy  again.  Again  he  stared 
and  smiled.  Laughter  and  snickers 
from  some  other  guys  who  were 
watching  reached  my  ears.  Then 
the  Indian  boy  whistled  at  me 
again,  while  I  looked  at  him.  I  im¬ 
mediately  lifted  the  chair  by  my 
bed,  threw  it  across  the  aisle  at  him 
and  followed  with  fists  flying. 
Needless  to  say,  I  got  my  ass  kick¬ 
ed  and  went  to  the  “hole”  for  four 
days.  When  I  was  released  back  to 
my  dorm  I  was  instantly  accepted 
by  everyone  —  especially  the  “rul¬ 
ing  clique.”  I  had  earned  my 
respect  and  it  felt  good.  I  was  one 
of  the  guys. 

About  a  month  later,  after  hav¬ 
ing  met  most  of  the  dudes  at 
Englewood,  I  decided  to  let  it  be 
known  that  I  was  gay.  I  arranged  a 
private  meeting  with  the  “duke  of 
the  Compound”  (so  named  be¬ 
cause  he  proved  himself  the  best 
“duker  or  fighter,  in  the  prison) 
who  I  had  become  close  with.  Not 
knowing  a  better  way  to  say  what  I 
had  to  say,  1  simply  told  him  that  I 


was  gay  and  planned  to  do  my 
thing  with  whomever  I  chose  but 
that  nobody  was  going  to  make  me 
do  anything  I  didn’t  want  to  do. 
He  just  smiled  and  said  to  do  my 
thing  because  nobody  would 
bother  me.  And,  so,  I  did  my 
thing. 

Throughout  the  years,  in  going 
from  Englewood  to  the  Federal 
Reformatory  at  Petersburg, 
Virginia,  to  the  Federal  Correc¬ 
tional  Institution  at  Tallahassee, 
Florida,  to  the  Federal  Correc¬ 
tional  Institution  at  Ashland,  Ken¬ 


tucky,  and  now  here  at  the  Federal 
Correctional  Institution  at  Dan¬ 
bury,  Connecticut,  this  same  pro¬ 
cedure  has  proven  itself  to  be  the 
best  way  I  have  seen  to  be  gay  in 
prison,  yet  easily  accepted  by  other 
inmates.  Your  reputation  always 
follows  you,  especially  in  the 
federal  system. 

Of  course,  all  was  not  constant¬ 
ly  rosy.  In  the  Federal  Reformitory 
at  Petersburg,  Virginia  (now  term¬ 
ed  the  Federal  Correctional  In¬ 
stitution),  I  found  it  necessary  to 
protect  myself  against  another  in¬ 
mate.  I  had  to  stab  him  with  a 
knife  and,  consequently,  received 
additional  time  on  my  sentence 
along  with  a  new  sentence  for  the 
assault  and  a  disciplinary  transfer 
to  the  Federal  Correctional  In¬ 
stitution  at  Tallahassee,  Florida. 
There  I  was  again  given  a  new 
sentence  for  assaulting  another  in¬ 
mate  who  thought  that,  because  I 
was  gay,  there  was  an  open  invita¬ 
tion  to  sex. 

During  my  years  behind  these 
bars  I  have  seen  the  biggest  horror 
stories  immaginable  pass  before 
my  eyes.  I  have  seen  prisoners, 
both  gay  and  straight,  beaten, 


raped,  extorted  and  persecuted  by 
other  inmates  while  the  prison  ad¬ 
ministrators  looked  the  other  way. 
But  through  all  of  this  I  have  seen 
no  sight  more  pathetic,  more 
heartrending,  than  a  lonely  gay 
prisoner  who  has  no  one.  His 
family  has  deserted  him,  if  not 
because  he  is  gay  then  because  he  is 
in  jail.  His  friends  are  more  in¬ 
terested  in  the  discos  and  bars  and 
don’t  bother  to  write.  But,  worst 
of  all,  he  is  exiled  to  a  solitary  ex¬ 
istence  behind  the  prison  gates 
because  the  establishment  has 


declared  him  unfit  to  have  friends. 
And  so,  he  serves  his  time  alone. 

The  stigma  he  faces  as  a  gay  in¬ 
mate  is  overwhelming.  The  pres¬ 
sures  exerted  on  the  “straight”  in¬ 
mates  by  the  administrations  are 
too  powerful  for  him  to  overcome. 
The  “system”  firmly  implants  in 
the  consciousness  of  its  prison 
population  the  typical  “birds  of  a 
feather”  syndrome  which  declares 
that  anyone  seen  being  friendly 
with  a  gay  prisoner  must  also  be 
gay.  The  fear  of  being  classified  as 
“gay”  or  “faggot”  in  jail  is  so 
great  that  it  effectively  alienates 
the  known  gays  into  a  group  of 
their  own  and  causes  them  to 
become,  in  effect,  outcasts  among 
outcasts.  This  is  magnified  if  there 
are  only  a  few  “known”  homosex¬ 
uals  or,  as  in  my  case,  the  “only” 
known  gay.  The  establishment  has 
created  its  own  check  system  in 
this  way.  Fortunately,  for  some  of 
us,  it  can  be  circumvented  by  being 
“one  of  the  guys.” 

Unfortunately,  for  most  of  us,  it 
condemns  us  to  a  cruelly  lonely  ex¬ 
istence  without  any  meaningful 
friendships,  without  any  of  the 
human  emotions  of  interacting 


with  our  own  except  in  fear  and 
hate. 

Imagine,  if  you  can,  being  taken 
away  from  everyone  you  love  — 
your  family,  friends,  lover  —  and 
being  put  into  a  large  auditorium 
or  stadium  with  700  to  800  other 
people  of  your  same  sex,  all  of 
whom  hate  you  so  intensely  that 
you  can  literally  feel  the  hatred 
flowing  throughout  the  room.  Im¬ 
agine,  also,  that  you  do  not  know 
one  other  person  in  that  room. 
Now  imagine  having  to  stay  right 
there  in  that  same  room  with  those 
same  people,  not  for  a  few  hours 
or  a  few  days,  but  for  A  FEW 
YEARS.  You  have  just  imagined 
the  reality  a  gay  person  lives  when 
he  or  she  is  placed  in  prison.  Not 
very  pleasant. 

Some  of  us  have  been  fortunate 
—  the  years  in  prison  have  taught 
us  well.  Others  have  not  been  so 
lucky.  Their  sentences  are  served 
through  homophobic  beatings  and 
abuses;  constant,  daily  gang- 
rapes;  degrading  demands  under 
threat  of  more  beatings  and  even 
under  the  threat  of  death.  Some 
gay  brothers  and  sisters  have  even 
awakened  in  the  night  to  feel  the 
cold  steel  of  a  knife  blade  against 
their  throat  and  are  told  that  they 
have  a  choice  to  either  submit  sex¬ 
ually  or  die.  Most  chose  to  submit. 
I  have  fond  and  loving  memories 
of  three  guys  who  chose  to  fight 
for  their  pride  and  respect  and  died 
for  their  efforts. 

It  would  do  us  all  well  to  remem¬ 
ber  that  each  person  reading  this 
article  could  someday,  without 
warning,  be  on  the  inside  looking 
out.  You  could  pick  up  a  trick  and 
he  could  be  underage  or  you  might 
be  driving  drunk  and  kill  someone 
in  an  accident.  Then,  suddenly, 
you  are  on  the  inside  looking  out. 
Everyone  in  jail  is  not  a 
“criminal.”  I  used  to  stand  beside 
you  at  the  bar,  or  at  the  comer 
store,  or  cruise  you  in  the  baths, 
but  fate  has  me  inside  looking  out 
at  you. 

What  I  hope  to  accomplish  with 
this  article  is  to  make  you  aware  of 
the  loneliness  suffered  by  a  gay  in 
jail.  Lonliness  is  not  just  a  word. 
To  each  and  every  gay  in  prison  it 
is  a  way  of  life.  If  you  know  some¬ 
one  in  jail,  write  to  him  or  her.  A 
letter  helps  to  take  away  the  loneli¬ 
ness.  If  you  don’t  know  anyone  in 
prison,  there  is  a  listing  of  prisoner 
penpals  which  appears  in  every 
other  issue  of  the  Gay  Community 
News.  Chose  one  or  two  prisoners 
and  send  them  a  few  minutes  of 
joy  and  caring  and  a  smile  or  two. 

Even  though  I  am  a  prisoner 
myself,  I  chose  three  or  four  pen¬ 
pal  ads  from  GCN  and  I  write  a 
few  lines.  You’d  be  surprised  at  the 
hope  a  letter  can  bring.  God  forbid 
you  should  one  day  be  on  the  in¬ 
side  looking  out  —  waiting  for  the 
letters  that  never  come. 


Cable,  Cable,  Who  Gets  the  Cable 

Video  Will  Be  Making  It 


- Television 

In  The  Hub 


By  Cindy  Patton 
and  Wade  Nichols 

Well  out  of  the  public  eye,  a 
group  of  dedicated  civil  servants 
(with  their  sights  on  snazzier  jobs) 
are  deciding  the  fate  of  cable  tv  in 
Boston.  Behind  a  screen  of  sta¬ 
tistics  and  media  jargon,  Kevin 
White’s  best  and  brightest  are 
bestowing  a  1 5  -  year  e^se  on  one  of 
the  two  remaining  bidders  (Cable- 
vision  and  Warner  Amex).  Al¬ 
though  there  is  a  one  year  trial 
period  for  the  lucky  leasee,  the 
installation  process  could  take  as 
long  as  five  years,  so  the  ‘trial’ 
lease  is,  for  all  intents  and  pur¬ 


poses  ,  the  real  thing.  And,  in  the 
few  cases  around  the  country 
where  citizens  are  sueing  cable 
leasees,  the  courts  are  still  scrat¬ 
ching  their  heads.  No  one  is  quite 
sure  whether  cable  tv  is  more  like 
conventional  tv  and  subject  to 
FCC  rules,  or  more  like  a 
telephone  system,  in  which  caseMa 
Bell  and  Co.  will  be  gearing  up 
their  legal  lads.  (Some  of  the  new 
technology  wouldpermittv -to-  tv 
communication  within  the  system, 
potentially  creating  a  competing 
telephone  system.  If  those 
technologies  are  employed, 
telephone  companies  will  sue  to 


prevent  unfair  competition  with  an 
existing  public  utility.) 

The  city  started  looking  at  cable 
tv  companies  over  two  years  ago. 
At  that  time,  a  list  of  city  groups 
and  communities  whose  interests 
should  be  considered  was  gen¬ 
erated.  The  gay  community  was 
included  in  this  initial  list. 
Sometime  last  fall,  that  list  was 
pared  down  and  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  was  dropped.  When  questioned 
at  the  time,  city  officials  stated 
that  they  believed  the  gay  com¬ 
munity’s  interests  were  covered  by 
other  groups  on  the  list.  When 
questioned  at  a  public  hearing  in 


June(seeGCN  Vol.  8,  No-  50)city  of¬ 
ficials  expressed  regret  that  certain 
groups  had  been  omitted,  but  min¬ 
imized  the  importance  of  the  list. 
It  was  clear,  however,  from  the 
groups  represented  at  the  hearing, 
that  the  city  had  done  little  to  seek 
out  minorities.  Standard 
neighborhood  hearings  which 
have  been  used  to  ascertain  needs 
in  other  municipalities  were  not 
held  in  Boston. 

When  cable  began  in  1948,  its 
purpose  was  to  improve  reception 
for  people  who  lived  in  those  hard- 
to-tune-in  areas.  By  the  end  of  the 
seventies,  cable  technology  had 


boomed  into  an  interactive,  multi¬ 
use  system.  Using  a  small, 
calculator-like  console,  a  user  can 
respond  to  questions  or  polls, 
bank  or  shop  by  tv.  This 
technology  is  a  breakthrough  for 
the  hearing-impared  or  for  people 
who  need  speci  1  attention  in  their 
homes.  It  also  creates  monumental 
privacy  problems,  since  anyone 
can  monitor  what  programs  you 
watch  without  your  consent  or 
knowledge.  Very  few  of  the  ques¬ 
tions  about  privacy  have  been 
answered.  The  general  attitude 
toward  cable  seems  to  be  that  it  is  a 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Cablevision  Systems 

Cablevision  Systems  of  Boston 
is  privately  owned  by  New  York 
Cable  pioneer  Charles  Dolan,  cre¬ 
ator  of  Home  Box  Office  (HBO) 
and  the  force  behind  cable  in 
Manhattan  and  Long  Island.  The 
Boston  office  of  Cablevision  is 
headed  by  vice-president  Sheila 
Mahony,  one  of  the  highest  rank¬ 
ing  women  in  cable  television. 

Cablevision  has  proposed  to 
spend  $93  million  to  build 
Boston’s  cable  system  within  three 
and  a  half  years.  The  basic  sub¬ 
scriber  service,  with  52  channels, 
will  cost  $2  a  month  after  a  $25  in¬ 
stallation  fee.  This  basic  service 
includes  channels  devoted  to  pro¬ 
gramming  for  children,  women’s 
programming,  sports,  and  artistic 
programs.  Cablevision  is  finishing 
tests  on  an  interactive  system  de¬ 
signed  expressly  for  Boston.  Also 
included  is  an  array  of  stations  in 
New  York,  Atlanta,  Providence, 
and  Chicago. 

Cablevision  has  had  a  sexual 
preference  equal  protection  clause 
in  its  personnel  policy  for  some 
time.  According  to  Donna  Garo- 
fano,  project  director  in  Boston, 
“We  hope  to  take  our  hiring  poli¬ 
cies  to  their  logical  end  and  pro¬ 
vide  programming  for  all  commu¬ 
nities  in  Boston,  including  pro¬ 
gramming  for  the  gay 
community.”  Cablevision  also 
hopes  that  much  of  this  program¬ 
ming  can  be  produced  in  Boston 
for  national  distribution.  Addi¬ 
tionally,  Cablevision  has  offered 
to  fund  Women  in  Construction 
(WIC),  abolished  by  the  Reagan 
Administration,  if  it  is  awarded 
the  franchise.  Women  in  Con¬ 
struction  would  serve  as  one  of 
two  or  three  training  programs  to 
insure  women  and  minorities  a 
share  of  the  construction  dollars. 


Film 


Cable  TV 

Continued  from  page  10 

technological  wonder  that  will 
vastly  improve  our  educational, 
banking,  shopping,  public  opinion 
polling,  and  entertainment  view¬ 
ing  capacities. 

Lots  of  people  with  a  variety  of 
interests  are  watching  Boston’s 
leasing  process  —  and  with  good 
reason.  The  system  in  Boston  will 
be  the  largest  and  most 
technologically  sophisticated 
system  to  date,  a  model  for  up  and 
coming  urban  areas.  What  makes 
Boston  even  more  facinating  is  the 
way  that  communities  will  be  given 
access  to  the  system.  Potentially, 
cable  can  give  programming  and 
production  access  to  groups  who 
have  never  received  adequate 
coverage  in  conventional  tv.  Even 
more  far-reaching  is  the  possibility 
that  various  city  wide  groups  and 
neighborhoods  will  work  together, 
sharing  ideas  and  expertise. 
Women’s  shows,  gay  shows, 
South  End  shows,  Hispanic  shows 
—  endless  voices  and  plenty  of 
over-lap  are  possible  with  cable  tv. 
Ironically,  the  process  of  picking  a 
company  who  can  do  the  ‘nuts  and 
bolts’  has  pretty  effectively  bored 
or  confused  community  groups  for 
whom  cable  should  hold  vital  in¬ 
terest. 

In  Massachussetts,  the  mayor, 
city  manager,  or  board  of  select¬ 
men  (sic)  are  vested  with  the 
authority  to  award  a  cable  fran¬ 
chise.  This  is  of  special  interest  in 
Boston,  since  Mayor  White  has  for 
some  time  been  expressing  interest 
in  making  Boston  into  a  national 


tv  production  center.  The  pro¬ 
gramming  that  originates  in 
Boston  will,  in  all  likelihood,  be 
used  in  cable  systems  throughout 
the  country.  The  local  production 
centers  built  by  the  cable  company 
will  generate  those  programs;  ac¬ 
cess  to  production  facilities 
becomes  even  more  key  for  com¬ 
munity  groups  who  have  pre¬ 
viously  been  ignored. 

The  leasing  regulations  require 
the  city  to  establish  an  access  cor¬ 
poration  composed  of  board 
members  selected  from  various 
‘sectors’  (educational,  medical, 
business,  public,  arts  and  culture.) 
While  most  of  these  groups  have 
funds  at  their  disposal,  the  public 
sector  does  not.  The  cable  com¬ 
panies,  however,  are  required  to 
give  part  of  their  net  earnings  to 
the  Access  Corporation,  much  of 
which  will  go  to  the  public  sector. 
(The  provisions  of  the  applicants 
have  varied,  but  the  amount  of 
money  will  be  a  quarter  to  a  half 
million  dollars  per  year.)  All  this 
sounds  like  a  very  exciting  and 
potentially  radical  new  idea  about 
television.  Unfortunately,  the  city 
has  put  virtually  no  effort  into 
communicating  these  possibilities 
to  community  groups.  In  the 
vacuum  a  group  of  interested 
video  and  cable  independents 
formed  the  non-profit  Cable  Ac¬ 
cess  Coalition.Despite  their  efforts 
at  outreach,  only  a  smattering  of 
community  groups  became  inter¬ 
ested. 

More  recently,  the  Coalition  has 
spun-off  an  ad  hoc  working 


committee  of  various  community 
based  organizations.  Their  pur-" 
pose  is  to  begin  organizing  the 
group  who,  it  is  believed,  will 
become  the  steering  committee  of 
the  official  public  sector  of  the  Ac¬ 
cess  Corporation.  There  has  been 
open  gay  participation  in  that 
group,  and  it  seems  likely  that  gays 
will  be  included  as  a  city-wide  con¬ 
stituency  in  the  public  sector. 

Kevin  White  will  wait  another 
month  before  awarding  the  fran¬ 
chise,  because  too  many  of  his 
questions  remain  unanswered. 
We,  too,  need  to  be  asking  ques¬ 
tions  and  creating  an  active 
presence  in  the  community  sector. 
The  nature  of  tv  viewing  is  chang¬ 
ing  before  our  very  eyes.  Becom¬ 
ing  involved  in  cable  tv  represents 
a  new  community  organizing 
strategy.  No  one  knows  where 
cable  will  go.butone  thing  is  clear: 
the  people  who  form  the  ad  hoc 
Working  Committee  can  strongly 
affect  the  composition  of  the 
public  sector  of  the  Accesss  Cor¬ 
poration.  The  city  is  working  on  a 
time-table  —  it  must  create  the  Ac¬ 
cess  Corporation  soon  after  awar¬ 
ding  the  franchise.  If  the  working 
committee  can  organize  quickly 
and  strongly,  the  city  will  have  no 
alternative  but  to  rely  heavily  on 
their  recommendations.  If  you  are 
interested  in  becoming  involved  in 
cable  tv,  or  you  would  like  more 
information,  write  to:  Cable  Ac¬ 
cess  Coalition,  P.  O.  Box  546, 
Kenmore  Sta.  Boston .  M a.  022 1 5 . 


Warner  Annex  Cable 
Communications 

Warner  Amex  Cable  Communi¬ 
cations  is  jointly  owned  by  Ameri¬ 
can  Express  Company  and  War- 
ner  Communications,  Inc.  War¬ 
ner  Amex  operates  systems  in 
Houston,  Dallas,  Cincinnati,  and 
Pittsburgh.  In  Boston,  Warner 
Amex  is  managed  by  Peter 
Meade,  vice-president  for  govern¬ 
mental  relations.  Meade,  the  first 
administrator  for  the  Community 
SchoMs  Program  in  Boston,  was 
once  Commissioner  for  Parks  and 
Recreation  in  the  earlier  years  of 
the  White  Administration. 

Warner  Amex’s  proposal  for 
Boston  is  to  build  the  system  with¬ 
in  five  years  at  a  cost  of  $75  mil¬ 
lion.  Warner’s  basic  service  in¬ 
cludes  34  channels  at  a  monthly 
charge  of  $5.95,  with  under¬ 
ground  installation  fees  of  $24.95 
(aboveground  is  $14.95).  This  ba¬ 
sic  service  brings  religious  chan¬ 
nels,  arts  and  cultural  program¬ 
ming,  and  the  Spanish  Interna¬ 
tional  Network.  For  $9.95  per 
month,  Warner  will  give  that  basic 
package  plus  26  channels  includ¬ 
ing  the  sports  networks,  national 
cultural  channels,  and  program¬ 
ming  especially  for  women  and 
children.  Warner’s  QUBE  (inter¬ 
active)  system  is  available  at  $3.95 
per  month. 

Warner  Amex  does  not  current¬ 
ly  have  protection  guarantees 
based  on  sexual  preference  within 
their  hiring  policies.  Peter  Meade 
has  said  that  “Warner  Amex  is  in¬ 
terested  in  making  a  policy  change 
which  would  reflect  that  sexual 
preference  is  not  a  problem  for 
us.”  Warner  is  hoping  to  produce 
a  good  deal  of  program  material 
in  Boston,  using  local  talent  and 
expertise,  and  Meade  has  stated 
that  Boston’s  lesbian  and  gay 
community  is  a  part  of  that  pic¬ 
ture.  Warner  has  also  pledged  to 
exceed  the  city’s  hiring  quotas  for 
women  and  minority  construction 
workers. 


David  Bowie  dressed  as  a  gigolo.  David  Hemmings  dressed  as  a  film 
director.  . 


Starring 

Just  a  Gigolo 

Directed  by  David  Hemmings. 
With  Hemmings,  David  Bowie, 
Sydne  Rome,  Maria  Schell,  Kim 
Novak  and  Marlene  Dietrich. 

By  Rob  Schmieder 

World  War  I  ended,  we  learn  in 
Just  a  Gigolo,  when  effete  young 
Prussian  officers  started  showing 
up  in  the  German  trenches.  Naz¬ 
ism  arose  shortly  thereafter  under 
the  guidance  of  misogynist  homo¬ 
sexuals  who  listened  to  Wagner 
and  slapped  their  blond  boy¬ 
friends  around.  In  those  oh-so- 
decadent  times,  countesses  look¬ 
ing  remarkably  like  washed-up 
Hollywood  starlets  preyed  on  the 
handsome  young  men  who  had 
survived  the  war,  while  madams 
looking  remarkably  like  ancient 
German  chanteuses  turned  a  prof¬ 
it  by  managing  the  young  men. 

Although  this  story  would  seem 
to  cover  a  period  of  at  least  ten 
years,  there  is  nothing  that  could 
be  called  plot  or  character  devel¬ 
opment  —  much  less  a  sense  of 
history.  In  amongst  all  the  misin¬ 
formation  and  historical  cliches 
there  are  bits  and  pieces  of  period 
authenticity  and  a  sense  of  local 
color,  as  is  only  to  be  expected 
since  the  film  was  shot  on  location 
in  Berlin. 

And  despite  the  gross  incompe¬ 


Bowie  and  Berlin 


tence  of  Hemmings’  direction,  the 
ludicrous  script,  and  the  heavy- 
handed  acting,  there  remains  a 
stellar  reason  to  see  and  enjoy  Just 
a  Gigolo :  David  Bowie. 

Bowie  is  a  great  actor,  and  not 
even  this  turkey  can  obscure  that 
fact.  When  a  battlefield  scene  re¬ 
sembles  Monty  Python  on  an  off- 
night,  he  redeems  it  by  hopping 
around  no-man’s-land  like  a  lost 
puppy,  asking  absurdly,  when  in¬ 
vited  into  the  trenches  to  avoid  the 
bombs  exploding  around  him, 
“Do  I  have  to?”  When  his  lines 
are  not  memorable,  his  delivery  is. 
And  when  the  other  actors  in  the 
frame  are  stumbling  around  aim¬ 
lessly  or  looking  for  some  place  to 
put  their  hands  his  carriage  is  im¬ 
peccable  and  he  can  draw  our  at¬ 
tention  with  one  raised  eyebrow. 

Even  more  amazing,  he  does 
somehow  manage  to  create  a  char¬ 
acter  out  of  all  the  confusion. 
Bowie’s  Paul  is  an  almost  moronic 
young  fop  who  becomes  an  officer 
because  it  is  expected  of  him, 
returns  from  the  war  with  every¬ 
one  convinced  he’s  dead  because 
of  a  communications  lag,  and 
drifts  into  a  career  as  a  gigolo  af¬ 
ter  a  flirtation  with  Nazism,  in 
both  cases  apparently  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  it  was  there.  In 


some  respects,  Paul  resembles  the 
chameleon-like  Mr.  Newton  Bow¬ 
ie  played  in  The  Man  who  Fell  to 
Earth,  but  there  is  no  sense  of 
danger  in  Paul’s  adventures,  no 
tragic  dimension  to  his  degrada¬ 
tion,  and  more  importantly  no 
context  to  frame  his  story.  Ul¬ 
timately  what  we  are  left  with  is  a 
document  of  Bowie’s  acting  prow¬ 
ess,  with  no  sense  of  it  having 
been  applied  to  anything. 

Bowie  has,  perhaps,  best  pinned 
down  the  significance  of  Gigolo 
when  he  called  it  his  “32  Elvis 
Presley  movies  contained  in  one.” 
Presley’s  movies  were  products 
that  satisfied  the  appetites  of  the 
musician’s  fans  when  they  first 
appeared;  now  most  of  them  are 
barely  remembered.  There  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  purely  fannish 
anticipation  for  Gigolo,  whose 
American  release  has  been  delayed 
for  years,  and  now  that  it’s  finally 
here  it  could  hardly  fail  to  please. 
It  will  probably  even  be  fun  to  see 
it  over  and  over  again  on  late 
night  television,  with  trips  to  the 
bathroom  during  the  more  embar¬ 
rassing  scenes;  but  it  will  not  draw 
us  back  to  the  theatre  like  the  per¬ 
fectly  realized  Man  who  Fell  to 
Earth  or  Bowie’s  impeccable  live 
appearances. 


I  think  that  we  need  a  more  radical 
movement  now.  I’m  hoping  that  we’ll  get 
back  to  the  kind  of  radical  action  that  gave 
birth  to  the  Furies.  And  I  think  that  we 
are. 


MT:  What  do  you  see  happening  now? 


I  don’t  consider  it  censorship  for  a 
publication  to  encourage  its  contributors 
to  expand  their  vision,  so  that  they  can 
more  accurately  reflect  the  reality  of  all  of 
our  lives.  This  is  not  some  kind  of  narrow 
political  correctness,  but  is  the  essence  of 
transforming  the  society  in  the  way  that 
we  want  to  go.  We  need  a  higher  level  of 
consciousness  about  using  visual  imagery, 
because  it  is  so  powerful.  It  is  so 
destructive  to  always  have  sexist  or 
looksist  or  racist  pictures. 
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JEB  Talks. 
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MT:  How  does  it  feel  to  be  in  the  role  of 
photographer?  Does  it  make  you  feel  like 
an  observer? 

JEB:  No,  it  doesn’t.  I’ve  been  doing  this 
for  10  years,  and  I  feel  that  I  have 
integrated  it.  It  was  no  problem  to  be  at 
The  Bridge  Called  My  Back  reading  (in 
Boston)  and  really  listen  and  become 
emotionally  engaged  by  what  was  going 
on,  and  also  to  photograph  it.  I  think  to 
really  do  my  job  as  a  photographer  well,  I 
have  to  be  involved  as  a  participant,  not 
just  be  an  observer.  Obviously  there  is 
some  technological  bother  about  the 
cameras,  but  you  hope  that  that  becomes 
routine,  so  you  can  use  your  primary 
energies  to  focus  on  what’s  really  going 
on.  The  conflicts  come  for  me  as  to 
whether  I  always  want  to  be  photo¬ 
graphing  everything.  Sometimes  I  need  to 
relax. 

MT:  What  do  you  wish  people  would  do 
when  they  look  at  a  picture? 

JEB:  I  like  people  to  respond  to  things 
emotionally,  not  intellectually.  When  I  say 
to  look  at  the  image,  I  don’t  mean  to  try  to 
figure  it  out  in  your  head,  but  to  figure  out 
what  it  makes  you  feel.  To  me,  part  of  the 
power  of  dealing  with  images  is  that  they 


Maxine  Feldman 

can  bypass  the  intellectualization  process, 
they  can  go  right  to  making  you  feel 
something. 

We’re  used  to  seeing  50  images  in  a 
30-second  commercial.  I  want  people  to 
take  a  little  longer  and  really  look.  We  are 
manipulated  by  our  mass  media,  we  think 
that  we  understand  what  we  see,  so  we 
don’t  spend  time  really  looking.  To  really 
understand  a  visual  image  takes  a  certain 
amount  of  energy  and  effort.  But  it’s  re¬ 
warding.  The  visual  vocabulary  is  a  rich 
language.  There  are  jokes  and  puns  and 
references  to  other  things.  If  you  like  a 
picture,  think  about  why  that  is,  or  why 
you  don’t  like  something. 

MT:  Have  you  ever  dealt  with  the  issue  of 
whether  images  that  are  racist  or  sexist  or 
otherwise  oppressive  should  be  published? 

JEB:  There  are  so  many  publications  that 
run  photographs  that  promote  totally 
oppressive  ideas  of  what  people  should 
look  like — the  status  quo  being  white, 
young,  and  beautiful  in  a  way  that  usually 
means  slim  and  plastic  and  blonde.  These 
images  are  available  everywhere.  What  is 
not  available,  what  is  not  seen,  what  is 
being  made  invisible,  what  is,  in  Adrienne 
Rich’s  words,  “everywhere  denied  and 
erased”  is  our  reality.  We  don’t  see  real 
images  of  what  most  of  us  actually  look 
like.  Most  of  us  are  not  young,  slim  and 
blonde. 


I  also  think  that  photography  helps 
create  change  within  the  culture,  and 
change  within  the  culture  helps  create 
different  photography.  I  get  my 
consciousness  changed  and  raised  by  what 
is  going  on  around  me.  It  would  be  good  if 
photographers  could  lead  the  way  for 
change,  by  being  an  influence  to  push  the 
rest  of  the  culture  towards  seeing  in  a  new 
way.  This  is  my  hope  of  what  my  work 
means  in  a  certain  sense:  that  if  you  can 
actually  give  somebody  an  image,  that  it 
will  help  them  visualize  in  a  new  way,  it 
will  help  them  be  able  to  imagine  how  a 
transformed  culture  and  society  would  be. 


JEB:  I  think  it’s  radical  every  time  that 
somebody  stands  up  and  says,  “this  is  who 
I  am,  and  I’m  being  oppressed  for  it,  for 
these  reasons,  and  in  these  ways,  and  I’m 
going  to  fight  that.”  For  example,  I  felt  a 
lot  of  that  kind  of  energy  around  the 
reading  in  Boston  from  This  Bridge  Called 
My  Back:  Writings  by  Radical  Women  of 
Color.  I  feel  that  lesbians  of  color  are  now 
going  through  a  similar  process  of 
affirming  themselves  and  organizing  and 
creating  a  new  movement,  separate  from 
white  middleclass  lesbian  feminism,  in  the 
same  way  that  white  lesbian  feminists  had 
to  separate  from  straight  feminists. 

But  let  me  speak  for  myself.  In  the 
Furies  we  felt  that  as  long  as  we  stayed  in 
the  straight  women’s  movement,  we  were 
always  having  to  explain  and  defend 
ourselves,  and  trying  not  to  have  straight 
women  threatened  by  lesbianism.  Straight 
women  projected  a  lot  of  hostility  and 
seductiveness  which  was  supposedly 
coming  from  lesbians,  that  lesbians 
weren’t  in  fact  doing  or  interested  in 
doing.  In  the  same  way  many  white 
women  respond  to  the  issue  of  racism  by 
feeling  threatened  or  guilty  somehow.  We 
don’t  know  what  to  do  that’s  going  to  be 
the  right  thing,  and  we  expect  the  black 
women  to  tell  us  what  to  do  or  explain 
themselves.  The  dynamic  between  lesbians 
and  straight  women  ten  years  ago  was 
similar  and  The  Furies  grew  out  of  that. 
We  needed  to  have  space  to  get  our  own 
direction  without  constantly  having  to  be 
told  that  we  were  endangering  somebody 
else’s  interest. 

I  think  the  word  “separatism”  is  a  hard 
word  to  use  now,  because  it  has  so  many 
different  connotations  for  so  many 
different  people,  but  you  can  find  ways  to 
work  together  if  you  feel  that  you  are 
coming  from  your  own  clear  position,  that 
you  have  your  own  autonomy  or  identity. 

My  own  identity  as  a  Jewish  lesbian  is 
becoming  more  important  to  me  in  this 
way.  I  see  it  among  differently  abled 
lesbians  and  working  class  lesbians  and 
lesbians  who  demand  women-only  space. 
My  idea  is  that  what  is  radical  is  for  all  of 
us  to  understand  we  have  differences,  but 
that  we  can  allow  an  automony  of  identity 
and  still  be  united  in  action  to  fight  our 
common  enemies.  We  have  to  work  out 
issues  of  racism  and  classism  and  anti- 
Semitism  among  ourselves,  so  that  we  can 
be  a  truly  radical  force  against  the  Right. 


We  have  to  work  it  out  now,  among 
ourselves,  very  quickly,  so  that  we  can 
work  together  against  the  people  who 
make  all  the  connections:  because  for  the 
enemy  we  are  very  connected.  The  people 
who  are  anti-woman,  anti-abortion,  anti- 
ERA  are  the  same  people  who  are  racist, 
anti-Semitic  and  homophobic.  They’ve 
made  the  connection,  now  we  have  to. 
That  what  would  be  radical  for  us,  right 
now,  and  I  think  it’s  happening. 


MT:  As  someone  who  is  36  years  old  and 
has  been  active  for  quite  a  while  now,  do 
you  feel  that  the  younger  generation  or 
people  who  are  just  coming  out  are 
carrying  the  banner  or  letting  it  down? 

JEB:  There  are  plenty  of  people  who  have 
been  engaged  in  the  struggle  a  lot  longer 
than  I  have  been,  and  they’re  still  going, 
and  I  wonder  if  I’m  ever  letting  them 
down.  I’m  just  starting  to  understand 
what  some  of  the  struggles  are  like  for  the 
generations  who  are  older  than  myself.  I 
think  there  is  a  lot  more  we  could  do  for 
inter-generational  understanding,  and  I’m 
always  glad  when  I  can  make  contact  with 
older  lesbians.  Whatever  our  ages,  we 
should  start  where  we  are,  and  build  on 
that. 


Maxine  Feldman 
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Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn - 

Oh,  Those  Pink  Slip(up)s! 


By  Nancy  Walker 

So  there  I  was,  waiting  for  July 
15.  .  .  .  The  last  time  I  wrote  to 
you,  dear  kind  hearts  and  gentle 
people,  I  was  living  in  a  state  of 
agitated  suspended  animation, 
wondering  whether  I  was  really 
going  to  be  deleted  from  the  City 
of  Boston’s  civil  service  payroll.  1 
was  also  expected  to  tell  our  land¬ 
lord  if  we  were  going  to  stay  in  our 
apartment  with  a  $175  per  month 
increase  effective  September  1.  I 
was  to  have  been  terminated  as  of 
July  15.  The  decision  about  the 
apartment  was  also  due  on  that 
fateful  day. 

My  boss,  Jack,  does  not  have 
the  power  to  hire  or  fire  or  keep 
any  civil  service  employee.  He  can 
do  fancy  footwork  and  political 
string  pulling,  but  he  cannot  di¬ 
rectly  make  such  life  and  death  de¬ 
cisions.  They  are  reserved  for  a 
higher  power  with  a  lower  IQ  and 
no  ethical  sense  whatsoever  —  a 
computer,  programmed  to  dump 
human  beings  by  seniority. 

I  had  received  a  certified  letter 
informing  me  that  I  would  be  los¬ 
ing  my  job.  According  to  Jack, 
this  letter,  official  and  expensive 
as  it  was,  was  nothing  to  worry 
about.  Sure  enough,  rumor  had  it 
that  all  those  of  us  who  were  per¬ 
manent  (ha!)  civil  service  employ¬ 
ees  would  be  rehired  by  means  of 
another  letter  rescinding  the  first 
letter. 

I  began  a  constant  vigil  beside 
the  mailbox.  When  1  wasn’t 
home,  I  asked  my  poor  sother 
(significant  other)  at  least  three 
times  a  day  (the  mail  comes  only 
once,  of  course),  “Did  a  letter 


come  for  me?”  The  answer  was 
always  “No.”  Nothing  ever  came 
announcing  that  I  had  been  given 
a  reprieve,  that  my  sentence  had 
been  commuted. 

On  July  14,  I  went  to  work  and 
asked  Jack,  casually  (to  prove 
how  cool  I  was,  how  no  longer 
worried,  how  well  I  had  construct¬ 
ed  my  personal  ark  against  the 
coming  of  the  floods  of  misfor¬ 
tune),  “Am  I  supposed  to  come  in 
tomorrow,  or  is  this  my  last  day 
here?”  Jack,  taken  unawares  by 
my  question,  at  first  wondered  if  I 
was  serious.  Convinced  that  I  was, 
he  suddenly  appeared  a  little  con¬ 
cerned  and  ran,  not  walked,  to  the 
personnel  office  to  see  what  had 
happened. 

Personnel  assured  him  that  I 
had  been  sent  another  certified  let¬ 
ter,  and  they  gave  him  a  photo¬ 
copy  of  it  to  give  me.  Dated  July 
7,  there  was  a  notice  granting  me 
the  right  to  continue  being  under¬ 
paid  for  the  sake  of  Jack,  our  de¬ 
partment,  the  city,  and  all  the 
ships  at  sea. 

Later  that  afternoon,  Personnel 
called  me  to  tell  me  that  the  certi¬ 
fied  letter  they  had  sent  me  had 
been  returned  to  them  marked, 
“Not  deliverable  at  this  address.” 
1  have  not  moved  since  the  bad 
news  had  no  problem  being  deliv¬ 
ered.  It  began  to  look  like  a  gigan¬ 
tic  cosmic  conspiracy  against  little 
old  one-horned  me. 

The  letter  rescinding  the  termin¬ 
ation  gave  me  some  immediate 
relief  from  the  double  doom  of 
losing  a  job  and  being  forced  to 
pay  exorbitant  housing  costs.  My 
sother  spoke  to  the  landlord,  who 


said  since  he  was  going  to  convert 
the  whole  building  to  condomini¬ 
ums,  he  would  allow  us  to  give 
him  our  decision  about  staying  or 
leaving,  later  than  July  15,  and  he 
would  also  let  us  stay  beyond  Sep¬ 
tember  without  our  having  to 
commit  ourselves  to  a  full  year  at 
impossible  monthly  bites.  So 
things  were  apparently  looking 
up. 

However,  on  Sunday,  July  19, 
we  opened  our  mailbox  for  the 
first  time  since  the  previous  Fri¬ 
day.  In  the  mail  was  a  pink  slip 
claiming  that  an  attempt  had  been 
made  to  deliver  a  piece  of  certified 
mail  to  Nancy  Walker.  We  had 
been  home  all  day  Saturday. 
There  is  nothing  wrong  (for  a 
change)  with  either  the  downstairs 
buzzer  or  our  intercom.  Once  dur¬ 
ing  the  day  the  buzzer  had  sound¬ 
ed  faintly.  When  my  sother  an¬ 
swered  it,  no  one  responded  from 
the  lobby. 

Anxiety  flooded  in  on  me  again. 
Why  would  I  be  getting  still  an¬ 
other  piece  of  certified  mail? 
When  I  asked  the  personnel  de¬ 
partment,  on  Monday,  what  the 
new  letter  was  about,  no  one 
could  answer.  But  in  my  depart¬ 
ment,  another  woman  who  had  re¬ 
ceived  certified  mail  on  Saturday 
showed  me  her  letter.  It  was  a  no¬ 
tice  telling  her  the  location  of  her 
new  assignment.  I  spent  the  rest  of 
my  working  day  in  a  nervous  tizzy 
wondering  if  something  had  really 
screwed  up  and  a  computer  had 
spit  out  a  quick  trip  to  Siberia  for 
me.  Jack  was  to  depart  for  cruis¬ 
ing  grounds  unknown  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  so  I  knew  it  was  imperative 


Opening  the  Closet  Door 

Gay  Mennonites 


By  Cinay  Hatton 
with  Martin  R.  Rock 

Gay  Liberation  has  had  far- 
reaching  effects  in  more  corners 
of  American  life  than  anyone  ever 
imagined.  Oh,  it’s  true  that  we 
have  not  achieved  anything  resem¬ 
bling  the  total  revolution  (what¬ 
ever  that  was)  that  some  ima¬ 
gined.  But  in  some  sense,  what  we 
have  achieved  is  richer,  more 
diverse,  and  perhaps  more  honest. 

One  manifestation  of  our  far 
flung  revolution  was  the  recent 
meeting  of  Brethren/Mennonite 
Lesbians  and  Gays  at  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  (held  at  the  Indianapolis 
Convention  Center,  June  23-28). 

The  Brethren/Mennonite 
Council  for  Gay  Concerns  (BMC) 
was  founded  in  1976,  and  this 
conference  marks  their  first 
organized  public  appearance.  This 
particular  occasion  was  chosen  be¬ 
cause  a  paper  concerning  the 
Churches’  stand  on  sexuality  was 
to  be  discussed.  A  major  (and 
controversial)  portion  of  the  pa¬ 
per  deals  with  homosexuality.  It 
was  passed  this  year  as  a  “study 
paper”;  the  actual  voting  on  the 
paper  as  the  official  church  posi¬ 
tion  will  not  occur  unti  the  1983 
Annual  Conference  (in 
Baltimore). 

The  sexuality  paper  inspired  a 
lot  of  debate,  particularly  the  sec¬ 


tion  on  homosexuality.  This  sec¬ 
tion  contained  two  versions, 
which  reflect  a  literalist  and  a  his¬ 
torical  view  of  the  Bible.  There 
was  a  strong  move  to  adopt  the 
more  conservative  version  of  the 
paper  as  the  official  position  on 
sexuality,  but  that  move  was  de¬ 
feated.  Many  of  the  people  who 
supported  the  adoption  of  the  lit¬ 
eralist  version  began  their  com¬ 
ments  with  statements  like  “The 
Bible  says  ...”  One  lesbian  re¬ 
sponded  to  this  style  of  argumen¬ 
tation  by  saying,  “When  Jesus 
comes  again,  I  hope  He  doesn’t 
say  anything  that’s  not  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble  or  He  will  be  in  trouble.”  In 
an  attempt  to  disseminate  infor¬ 
mation  about  church  gays  and 
homosexuality  in  general,  the 
BMC  brought  literature  authored 
by  lesbians  and  gays  about  their 
experiences.  The  Conference  pro¬ 
hibited  them  from  having  their 
own  information  table,  but  Wom¬ 
an’s  Caucus  distributed  gay  ma¬ 
terial  from  their  booth. 

Several  times  during  the  Con¬ 
ference,  people  spoke  about  the 
“terrible  [BMC]  literature  at  the 
Woman’s  Caucus  booth.”  By  the 
end  of  the  week,  however,  almost 
all  of  the  materials  were  gone. 

A  social,  which  could  not  be  an¬ 
nounced  publicly  because  of  hos¬ 
tility  at  the  conference,  was  held 
on  Saturday  evening  at  the  All 


Saints  Episcopal  Church.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Integrity  and  the  BMC 
shared  their  experiences  and 
discussed  the  debate  on  the  sex¬ 
uality  study  paper.  Because  the 
more  liberal  form  of  the  paper 
was  passed,  the  BMC  believes 
that  they  will  be  able  to  attend 
next  year’s  conference  more  open¬ 
ly,  with  announced  gatherings  and 
information  centers. 

In  the  weeks  following  the  con¬ 
ference,  the  BMC  office  has  heard 
from  numerous  gay  and  nongay 
church  people  asking  for  informa¬ 
tion  and  sending  contributions. 

The  BMC  is  currently  in  dia¬ 
logue  with  three  of  the  largest 
Brethren  and  Mennonite  denom¬ 
inational  groups  (there  are  about 
30  total)  with  the  goal  of  bringing 
about  the  “full  acceptance  of  gay 
people  as  God’s  children,  not 
God’s  step-children.”  But  be¬ 
cause  of  the  position  (or  non-posi¬ 
tion)  of  the  churches,  the  BMC’s 
work  has  primarily  to  support  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men. 

As  one  nongay  church  leader 
said  (to  Martin  Rock):  “It’s  what 
you  learn  after  you  know  it  all 
that  really  counts.”  (The  BMC 
publishes  the  newsletter  Dialogue. 
For  information  write  to  Breth¬ 
ren/Mennonite  Council  for  Gay 
Concerns,  Box  24060,  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC  20024.) 


for  me  to  lay  hands  on  the  letter 
before  the  Post  Office  closed  on 
Monday.  That  way,  if  our  symbi¬ 
otic  connection  really  had  been 
cut  asunder,  Jack  could  dash 
around  and  suture  our  severed 
connections. 

My  dear  sother,  who  knew  that 
the  tension  was  mounting, 
scooped  me  up  after  work  and 
fought  her  way  bravely  through 
the  traffic  to  deposit  me  at  the 
Post  Office  five  minutes  before 
closing  times.  Puffing  up  to  the 
window  to  claim  my  mail,  I  asked 
how  come  they  can  deliver  bad 
news  with  astonishing  alacrity 
while  life-saving  information  is 
barred  from  its  proper  destina¬ 
tion.  I  also  questioned  the  deposit¬ 
ing  of  pink  slips  without  making 
any  effort  to  contact  the  recipients 
of  certified  mail. 

The  fellow  behind  the  window 
was  very  sympathetic,  but  you 
know  civil  servants.  .  .  .  What 
was  in  the  certified  letter?  After 
all  the  seemingly  interminable  an¬ 
guish  over  the  possible  job  loss 
and/or  relocation,  it  was  a  notice 
for  me  to  continue  to  report  to 
Jack. 

I  had  no  faith  in  governmental 
agencies  long  before  I  came  to 
work  for  one.  Friends  who  had 
been  in  civil  service  warned  me 
that  it  would  most  probably  drive 
me  even  crazier  than  I  usually  am. 
I  was  prepared  for  the  worst.  You 
might  well  wonder,  therefore,  why 
I  should  be  so  concerned  about 
losing  my  position. 

The  reasons  are  simple.  First, 
Jack  is  gay  and  appreciates  the 
work  I  do  for  him  so  much  that  he 


allows  me  to  write  my  columns 
relatively  unmolested.  Second,  the 
women  I  work  with  care  about 
people.  They  care  about  one  an¬ 
other.  When  anyone  has  a  person¬ 
al  joy  or  a  personal  tragedy,  they 
respond  with  the  most  appropriate 
gesture.  Brown  envelopes  are  for¬ 
ever  being  circulated  for  every¬ 
thing  from  memorial  gifts,  to 
wedding  gifts,  to  baby  showers,  to 
farewell  parties  for  those  leaving 
us  either  because  they  have  found 
more  lucrative  enterprises  or  be¬ 
cause  their  project  monies  have 
run  out. 

Less  than  an  hour  before  this 
present  writing,  one  of  my  favor¬ 
ite  people,  a  young  woman  with  a 
crippling  disease  and  a  triumphant 
spirit,  was  feted  by  our  whole 
floor.  She  was  inundated  with 
gifts,  cards,  food  and  affection. 
All  day  she  kept  telling  me  not  to 
cry.  I  held  out  till  she  kissed  me 
goodbye.  Then  I  cried.  She  was 
leaving  for  lack  of  funds  and  had 
not  found  another  job,  but  she 
was  not  worried.  “God  will  take 
care  of  me,”  she  said.  I  hope  so. 
Without  irony,  I  hope  so. 

Before  attaching  myself  to 
GCN,  I  spent  a  number  of  years 
toiling  for  our  beloved  movement 
in  other  cities  among,  supposedly, 
“my  own  kind,”  and  I  was  ap¬ 
palled  very  frequently  by  the  lack 
of  mutual  devotion  and  commit¬ 
ment  that  I  found.  Since  I  must 
work  in  addition  to  what  I  do  at 
GCN,  I  am  sincerely  grateful  to 
the  Force  for  landing  me  among 
truly  gentle  people.  And  it  looks 
like  I  am  going  to  remain  here  .  .  . 
at  least  until  the  next  calamity 
strikes. 


□  3  years  (150  issues) 

$62.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 
$43.50 

□  1  year  (50  issues) 

$25.00  regular 

□  25  weeks 

$15.00 

$10.00  low  income| 

□  12  weeks 

$8.00 


These  rates  are  for  sub 
scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 
IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED. 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 


Name 
Address 
City _ 


.  State . 


.  Zip 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Bromfield  St. /Boston  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN? _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 

Name  _ 


Account  Number 
Expiration  Date  _ 


Signature  _ _ 

All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCN.  "  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
After  so  long  the  deed  is  done 
Instead  of  losing  love,  you  won. 

I  love  you  more  than  you  were  afraid. 
All  my  love,  Porcupine _ 

GWM  late  40s  summering  in  Aug  in  SE 
NH  would  like  to  make  contact  with  G’s 
in  area  for  social  times.  (603)  642- 
3461. _ _ _ (4) 

HAMLET  (BABE  RUTH) 

We  met  at  Caligula’s  Party, 


(Christophers/Day).  Did  you  feel  the 
vibrations?  Where  are  you?  Call  Mich- 
angelo  (Grippo)  (203)  739-0816. _ (4) 

HAPPY  31  ST  BIRTHDAY 
Chuck  Harvey  of  Portland,  Oregon,  you 
are  a  great  friend  to  have.  Love,  Paul. 

W 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr.  Right  by  the  US  Mail 

Send  SASE  for  details  to 
R.E.  Main,  70  Government  St. 

Kittery,  Maine  03904 

ROMANTIC  THIN  TOP  MALE 
Any  age  needed  by  W  artist  own  water¬ 
front  home  south  of  Boston  alone  need 
a  friend  to  trust  more  than  once  (617) 
472-5576  or  GCN  Box  436. _ (10) 

BLACK-WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER, 
international  social/support  group. 
Chapters  most  major  cities.  Write: 
BWMT-XA,  279  Collingwood,  SF,  CA 
94114  or  (415)  431-0458,  24  hours. 
_ (38) 


NEW  ENGLAND  WOMEN’S 
MUSICAL  RETREAT 

Margie  Adam,  Alix  Dobkin, 
Maxine  Feldman,  Terry  Garthwaite 
And  Many,  Many  More  . . . 
Concerts,  Camping,  Food, 
Workshops,  Accessibility  for 
Handicapped,  Childcare. 
Women  Only  Please. 
Advance  Tickets:  $35/40/48 
Labor  Day  Weekend 
Cornwall,  Connecticut 
For  Info  or  Tickets 
SASE  to:  NEWMR 
Box  14269,  Hartford,  CT  06114 


SUSAN  ABOD  IS  COMING 
To  do  a  concert  in  Boston  at  Oasis  355 
Boylston  St.  August  22  8pm.  $5.  A  wim- 
min's  music  foremother  who  has  toured 
with  Willie  Tyson  and  Chicago 
Women’s  Liberation  Rock  Band. _ 

TOM  WILSON  TOM  WILSON 
In  Concert  In  Concert  Oasis  Oasis  Aug¬ 
ust  8  at  8pm.  SHARP  355  Boylston 
Con  ie  hear,  feel,  share,  and  laugh  with  a 
forefather  in  gay  men’s  music.  $5. 


SERVICES 


TENDER  LOVING  CARE 
Male  Nurse/Army  Medic  available  for 
private  duty.  Experienced,  honest, 
reliable,  caring.  4  hr  min,  $10  hr. 
427-5243. _ (5) 

GAY  MALE  THERAPIST 
Interested  in  working  with  men  who 
experience  sexual  difficulties,  have 
issues  with  relationships,  work,  family 
or  socialization  skills.  I  can  work  w/you 
individually,  in  your  relationship  or  in 
grp.  Together  we  can  be  creative  to 
bring  about  the  changes  you  want.  Lv 
message  at  262-4194.  Charles  Hanna- 
gan,  MA.  Insurance  accepted. _ (7) 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

Individual  and  Couple 
Psychotherapy  and  Referral 
For  Women,  Their  Friends 
And  Families 

(617)  861  -8824  Lexington,  MA 


LESBIAN  BOOKSERVICE 
Specializing  in  lesbian  fiction  and  non¬ 
fiction.  Discreet.  Send  SASE  for  free 
booklist  to:  ALWIN  Enterprises,  PO  Box 
70185,  Sunnyvale,  CA  94086. _ (5) 

MASSAGE  THERAPY 
Relaxing  &  energizing  synthesis  of 
shiatsu,  acupressure,  muscular  work,  & 
reflexology.  Sliding  scale  fee.  Mick 
Hazen,  522-9164. _ (1,3, 5, 7) 


COUPLES  THERAPY  GROUP 

For  Couples  Interested  in  Growth 
Individually  and  Together 
Insurance  Accepted 
Bellville  &  Associates 
Copley  Square 
(617)  266-1450  For  Info,  Appt. 


MASTERCARD/VISA 

Wd  you  like  a  MASTERCARD  or  Visa? 
You  may  obtain  one  regardless  of 
your  previous  credit  history. 

For  information  send  $20  to 
Houston  Credit  Counselors 
1713  Westheimer,  Houston,  TX  77098 
Money  back  guarantee 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 

Blending  of  Swedish,  Esalen 
Shiatsu  &  Reflexology 
Techniques 

Joe  (617)  262-1000  ext  298 

Hours:  Tues.-Sat.,  12-7 


Counseling  group  for  gay  men  —  So 
VT,  NH  &  western  Mass  —  meets 
weekly  in  Brattleboro,  VT.  For  info  call 
(802)  257-1527.  (Exp'd  gay  therapist.)  (4) 

GAY  YOUTH  —  THERAPY  GROUP 
starting  at  Fenway  Health  Ctr;  coming 
out,  relationships,  family  issues.  Ages 
18-21.  Call  Jim  Fishman,  MSW; 
267-7573, _ (4) 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 
_ (28) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY  GROUP  FOR 
GAY  PROFESSIONALS 

Therapy  group  for  gay  professionals 
(men)  now  being  formed  by  a  licensed 
clinical  psychologist.  Gay  &  general 
issues  of  personal  adjustment,  relation¬ 
ships,  &  self-conception.  For  more  info 
re  group  call  Dr.  Meshoulam,  491-3801 
or  write  GCN  Box  419.  Blue  Shield  & 
other  health  insurance  payments  ac- 
cepted. _ (c) 

TOP  TO  BOTTOM 

Residential  commercial  cleaning  at 
your  convenience.  Reliable,  efficient, 
ref.  Cooking  also.  10  yrs  exp.  Reason- 
able  rates.  Colleen  527-5398. _ (4) 


BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group  &  Couples 
Counseling; 

Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


ROOMMATES 


Neat  studious  gay  rmt  wanted  to  share 
2  br  turn  apt  Aug  1-30  longer  or  shorter 
negotiable  10  mins  to  Harv  Sq.  $170. 
868-3243. _ (4) 

GM  prof  at  grad  sch,  32,  English,  sks 
GM  to  shr  light  2  br  Beacon  Hill  apt  pre¬ 
fer  mature  neat  non-smoker.  868- 
3243. _ (4) 

2  LF  seek  same  to  rent  other  3  rm  apt  in 
Som  hse  $260  unhtd/gas  big  yard, 
pking,  porch,  washer  628-3110,  623- 
0655. _ (4) 

LF  sks  LF  23-30  for  apt  Sept.  1.  Sk 
clean,  responsible  F  w/good  sense 
humor.  Stdnt  pref.  Brighton.  191/mo  ht. 
Dykes  &  pot  OK.  Cal  I  Deb  782-9364.  (4) 

Rmmt  GM  or  F  own  Ig  bdrm  So  End  1 
blk  2  T.  Non  smoker,  250/mo  util  inc  rec 
ren  avail  Aug  1.  Call  eves  (617)266-1082. 
(3)  ' 

GM/LYNN-SWAMPSCOTT  LINE 
GM  w/2  cats  seeks  GM  21  to  35  to  share 
sunny  furnished  5-room  apt  nr  King’s 
Beach.  Must  be  neat  responsible  &  con¬ 
siderate.  Prefer  non-smoker.  Low  rent. 
Call  6-9  pm,  595-1237. _ (1) 

LF  for  household  in  Newton  Corner 
semp-coop  w/sense  of  hmor.  Lrg 
cmftble  house;  parking;  near  xpress 
bus  downtown,  Cambridge,  Kenmore. 
Smk  OK,  dog  OK,  no  more  cats.  Rent 
135  pis.  Call  Aina  or  Ruth  527-0426  for 
Sept. _ (5) 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  nice  5  rm  apt  in  W 
Somerville.  No  smoking,  pets,  rent 
175/mo  pis  util.  Semiveg,  near  T  call 
625-9709  early  eve  best.  _ (5) 

1  am  a  deaf  woman  who  wants  to  share 

apt  with  other  women.  Please  contact 
me  at  666-4169.  No  pets  please. _ (5) 

HANOVER,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
GWM  mid-twenties,  seeks  roommate  in 
Dartmouth  Coll  area  for  Sept.  Pref  grad 
stu,  med  or  staff.  Quiet,  stable  a  must. 
Contact:  R.  Miller,  189  8th  Ave,  Brook- 
lyn,  NY  11215. _ (5) 

After  3  yrs  of  reading  GCN,  I  have  de¬ 
cided  to  move  to  Boston  to  work  & 
finish  my  degree  at  U/Mass.  GM,  21, 
responsible,  sks  home  w/GM  or  LF 
roommate(s).  Will  arrive  on  8/27  pos¬ 
sibly  seeking  temp  housing  until  I  find 
new  home;  will  pay.  Please  write  Paul 
Rehme,  Box  3392,  Eugene,  Oregon 
97403.  (503)  344-3020.  Thanks. _ (6) 

SEEKING  HOUSEHOLD  TO  JOIN 
LF,  27,  aspiring  healer/astrologer  sks 
co-op  house  w/wimmin.  N.  Shore,  JP, 
flexible.  (617)  744-2870  message  for 
Linda,  keep  trying. _ (6) 

2  GP  seek  3rd  (non-smkr)  to  shr  town- 

house  apt  w/laundry,  private  bdrm,  sun- 
deck,  near  T  &  beach  in  S.  Boston  $200/ 
mo  pis  shr  util.  269-1251. _ (6) 

2  LF’s  in  friendly  independent  house¬ 
hold  sk  3rd.  3  priv  rms  share  kit  &  bth. 
Yard.  Pet  lovers.  Dorch.  140  pis. 
282-2346.  (617)  (§ 

GM  sks  GM  or  GF  to  share  lrg  Back  Bay 
or  Brookline  apt  for  9/1  or  Ikng  for 
established  household  to  move  into.  I 
am  a  friendly  30  yr  old  professional.  Jim 
at  Watership  Inn  487-0094,  PO  Box  918, 
Provincetown, (7) 


GF,  22,  sks  apt/house  in  Boston  area. 
Max  225/mo.  Quiet,  friendly,  smokers  & 
pets  OK.  Call  Sue  (802)  863-2835  (Burl- 
ington,  VT). _ _ _ (g 

Person  needed  to  share  5  rm  apt  in  Dor. 
Private  rm,  rent  125  pis  util.  Please  call 
Richard  282-4738.  (5) 

Lesbian  hsehold  sk  respons  25  pis  to 
share  btful  home  in  Wayland  nr  MA 
Pike,  lake  &  many  extras.  Pri  yard,  patio, 
porch,  game  rm,  wood  stove,  veg  gar¬ 
den.  $125  &  sec  dep  &  util.  Aug/Sept  1. 
653-2142. _ (5) 

F  editor/musician  seeks  F  for  clean  2 
bdrm  Inman  Sq  apt  from  Aug  8,  $168  inc 
ht.  Pamela  497-1311  until  10  pm.  I  love 
cats  but  not  smoking  or  drugs. _ (5) 

GM  sks  same  w/apt  to  share  or  to  go 

looking  immed.  Call  247-3321  leave 
message,  will  return  call. _ (4) 

LF  sks  same  28-38,  neat  &  responsible, 
to  shr  lrg  modern  So  Shore  house,  nr 
bus,  beautiful  location.  $215  incls  util. 
659-2900  after  7  pm,  please. _ (4) 

3  women  seek  2  more  (25  pis)  for  large 
farmhouse  in  Concord,  MA  w/lots  of 
land.  Avail  Aug  15.  Rent  133  pis  util.  Exc 
living  sit.  Call  369-2140. _ (4) 

QUIET  ROOM  NEAR  THE  PRU 
L9  room  for  quiet  guy. 

Has  small  refrig  &  stove.  Please  no  tran¬ 
sients,  no  smoke,  no  dope,  no  drag. 
$55/wk.  Ray  536-4589.  Only  8  am  to  8 
pm.  Thanks.  _ (c) 

2  LF’s  need  one  more  to  share  3  bdroom 

Inman  Sq  Camb  apt  for  $133  per  mo. 
Homey  &  comfortable  apt  call  492-4029 
eves. _ (4) 

LF  artist  looking  for  same  to  share  spa¬ 
cious  apt  Mission  Hill  sunrise  view  bk 
porch  access  to  T  friendly  L’s  nxt  dr. 
$112  pis  ut.  Call  Nancy  before  5  pm. 
734-2842. _ (4) 

Back  Bay  —  looking  for  roommate  to 
share  large  apt,  Aug  1  or  Sept  1  or  look¬ 
ing  for  established  household  to  move 
into.  I  will  consider  other  areas.  I  will 
also  consider  looking  for  a  new  apart¬ 
ment  with  someone.  I  am  a  30  yr  old 
professional  looking  for  friendly  people 
to  live  with.  Ask  for  Jim  at  the  Water- 
ship  487-0094  or  Jim  at  PO  Box  918 
Provincetown,  MA  02657, _ (4) 

GF  soc  wkr  seeks  warm  indep  compat 
GF  to  share  spacious  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Newton  w/frpl  por/garden.  Lng  walk  to 
T.  Rent  200  pis  util.  277-5970. _ (4) 

3  LF  looking  for  2  more  to  complete  JP 

home  24  pis.  $90  pis.  Call  524-6209, 
you’ll  be  glad  you  did! _ (5) 

3  GMs  (late  20s)  &  cat  sk  4th  (non-smkr) 
to  share  Union  Sq,  Somerville  apt.  Avail 
Aug  1.  Approx  $140/mo  all  incl. 
666-4283  eves  5  to  10. _ (2) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 


FOR  SALE 


GOLDEN  RETRIEVER  PUPPIES 
AKC  reg,  champion  bloodline.  Beauti¬ 
ful,  healthy  pups  ready  to  go  July  28. 
Would  love  them  to  go  to  lesbian  or  gay 
homes.  (617)  661-2595  Camb,  any  time 
on  weekend  or  btw  5  &  10  on  weekdays. 
£3J 

DOBERMAN  PUPS 

Gorgeous  7  wk-old  pups  ready  for  the 
security  of  a  warm  gay  or  lesbian  home. 
Purebred,  unregistered.  $150.  (617) 
451-5654,  M-F  9-4. _ (4) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Coastal  Maine:  Funky,  comfortable 
womyn's  rooming  house.  Harbor  views, 
fishing  village  —  reasonable  rates  wk 
exc  by  arrangement.  Sea  Gnomes’ 
Home,  Box  33,Stonington,  ME  04681. 
June-Sep. _ (46,50,4) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

FAMILY  PHYSICIAN 
Residency-trained  MD  available  July 
1982,  seeking  position  in  South  East. 
LF  w/interest  in  OB  &  gen  prac  I  would 
like  to  hear  frm  anyone  w/offers,  info  or 
ideas.  GCN  Box  443. _ (5) 


PENPALS 


GAY  WOMEN  WRITE/MEET 
Everywhere  thru  the  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  A  supportive, 
confidential  family.  7  yr  reliable 
reputation.  Intro  copy  $4  (mailed 
discreetly  first  class).  Free  info:  P.O. 
Box  117,  Novato,  CA  94948. _ (8) 


RESORTS 


RIDES 


Wanted:  Ride  to  Albany,  Woodstock  or 
Kingston,  NY  area  weekends.  LF  can 
drive  standard.  Share  $.  Call  eves  (617) 
625-1692  or  523-8527  (8-11  am).  (4) 


MOVERS 


GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Careful,  cheerful,  &  cheap  movers. 
Anything,  anywhere,  anytime.  4  years 
experience  with  dollies,  pads  &  straps. 
Reliable.  783-0588,  925-5088, 

(?) 


Clean,  Comfortable,  Inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 
CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford, 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650 

_ May  thru  November _ 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  the  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1197 

PROVINCETOWN 

Stay  at  the  Plaza  Guesthouse  when  you 
come  to  Provincetown  seas,  rates  22 
sg.  32  db.  Parking,  share  bath,  quiet 
street  central  location.  11  Pearl  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (617)  487-1818 
come  soon! _ (42-9/6  even) 

APARTMENTS _ 

S.  End,  sunny,  Ige  1  bdrm  $360  inclu  all 
util.  Owner-occ  bldg.  262-2379  after 6. (4) 

SOUTH  END  WORCESTER  SQ 
Eff  apt  w/eat-in  kit,  ref  fls,  firepl,  VG 
cond,  share  bath.  All  ht  &  util  inc.  First, 
last,  1  mo  sec.  $210/mo.  262-8842  eves; 
days,  426-6900,  ask  for  Joe. _ (7) 


So  End  Columbus  Ave,  $400/mo.  First  & 
last  month.  3  rms  &  bath.  All  utils. 
247-0018 _ (49) 

MODERN  NEWTON  DUPLEX 
3  bdrm,  up  &  dwn  strs,  liv,  din  area, 
kitch,  116  bths,  ww  carpet,  pkg  for  2 
cars,  Ig  yd.  Walk  to  T,  1  mi  to  128.  $590/ 
mo  pis  gas  ht  &  utils.  Avail  Sept.  1 
1-546-7823  M-Sat,  11  AM-8  PM;  Sun 

1  PM-8  PM. _ (5) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

COUNSELORS  NEEDED 
to  volunteer  at  Women's  Counseling  & 
Resource  Ctr  in  Camb.  Counseling  exp 
nec.  We  especially  encourage  lesbians 
to  call.  For  more  info,  492-8568  &  leave 
message. _ (4,6) 

GWM,  33  yrs  old,  in  wheelchair,  needs 
help 9  hrs/wk,  3.50/hr.  Call  262-6632.  (3) 

STAFF  THERAPISTS 
HCHS,  a  licensed  mental  health  ctr  sks 

2  staff  therapists  to  wrk  with  gay/les¬ 

bian  clients.  Master's  pref.  2  yrs  clinical 
exp.  40  hr  positions.  Send  resumes  to 
HCHS-Personnel-MH,  Suite  855,  80 
Boylston,  Boston  021 16.  _ (5) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA02114, _ (c) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  M A  02138.  (36) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS.  .  . 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-M,  NYC,  NY  10018. _ (9/6) 


PUBLICATIONS 

GRAB  ITT 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible 
socialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  & 
unique  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we’re  “invaluable."  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don't  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL 60622.  (29)  (30x) 

FOCUS  CONTEST!! 

Focus'  annual  prose  contest:  $35.00 
prize  for  best  essay,  story,  or  personal 
history.  Focus  has  first  publication 
rights  on  all  entries  submitted.  Enclose 
SASE  for  return.  Contest  closes  Aug.  7, 
1981.  Send  to  Focus,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138. _ (4) 
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Quick  Gay  Guide 


Boston  Area  (61 7) 

I N  FORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Boston  Alliance  ot  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  338-9472 

128A  Tremont  St.  (4th  Floor)  (Hotline)  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1,  22  Bromfield  St.  Boston  02108 
Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  R.  Sklba,  75  Chandler  St.,  No.  5,  Boston  02116 
The  Cauldron  (Theater)  22  Randolph  St.  876-8819 

Chlltern  Mountain  Club  247-1206 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luvvers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Box  298.  Boston  02123 
Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-4818 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 

Box  8774,  Boston  021 14  327-2620 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau.  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

c/o  GCN  Box  5,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm.)  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston  021 14  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

POUTICAL/LEGAL _ _ 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right) 

c/o  GCN,  Box  4,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
c/o  GCN,  Box  2,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  02108 
Civil  LibertiesnUnion  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  Boston  02108 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor's  Office 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 
Box  179, 118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  021 15 
National  Lawyers  Guild,  120  Boylston  St. 

Boston  02116 


STUDENT 


WOMEN 


Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Counterpoint  Publ.,  Box  CY  442,  400  Comm.  Ave., 

Boston  02215 

Daughters  of  Billtis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138 
Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women’s  Center 
Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
186Vi  Hampshire  St.,  Camb. 

Miriam  Rosenberg  (counseling) 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139 
Women's  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 


RELIGIOUS 


864-4130 
338  7254 
262  5735 
423-7730 

426-0086 


119  Merrimac 

Paradise,  180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge) 

Playland,21  Essex  St. 

Skippers,  252  Boylston  St. 

Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St. 

Sporter's  Cafe.  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together,  110  Boylston  St. 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths),  4  LaGrange  St.  426-1451 

Eastern  Mass.  (61 7) 

I N  FORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Central  Middlesex  Social  Club, 

Box  470,  Maynard  01754 
Frenz  &  Luvvers,  Box  213,  W.  Boylston,  01583 
Gay  Hotline 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg 
North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead,  01915 
Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center 
Survival  Crisis  Line 


263-9607 


756-0730 


342-5117 

745-3848 

487-0387 

471-7100 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St., 

WOMEN 


851-6711 

753-8360 


Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group.  Mercy  Otis  Warren  Women's 


771-6739 

999-1570 

745-5873 

791-5127 

752-5905 


725-4410 


471-8404 


542-5415 


Gay  People  at  BU,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 

Haley  House  —  BC,  Chestnut  Hill  MA  02167  262-2473 

Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1, 4th  II,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  495-5476 

Gays  at  MIT,  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Northeastern  U.  Lambda 
255  Ell  Ctr.,  N.U.,  Boston  02115 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 


661-3633 


661-2537 

354-8807 


661-0450 

1-3587512 


661-6015 


661-1316 


547-2302 


AmTikva  524-1617 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138  628-3986 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 14  5386518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  497-1 254 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  5383788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA _ 

Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston  542-5679 

Boston’s  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 
Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM)  Katherine:  723-6327 

Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1  FM 

Esplanade  787-1084 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  021 14  658-6494 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1FM.  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Persephone  Press 

Box  7222,  Watertown  02172  924-0336 

Women's  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  6680350 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139  661-6975 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  4289444 

Belvllle  &  Assoc.  266-1450 

Boston  Gay  Nurses  Alliance/Gay 
Health  Workers,  Box  673,  Randolph  02368 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gay  Nurses'  Alliance/East 

P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 
Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Homophile  Alcoholism  T  reatment  Service  542-5188 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling 

31  Channing  St.,  Newton  Corner02158  965-1311 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 16  2683444 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  9585293 

Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channing  St.,  Newton,  02158  965-2040 
Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay  Medicine 

1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline  232-1459 

M.  Zucker,  acupuncture 

173  Mt.  Auburn,  Cambridge  924-3332 

BOOKS/  BARS _ 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  542-0144 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge  02139  8785310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb.  491-6930 

Buddies,  733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 

Chaps,  27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 

Delivery  Entrance,  12  Wilton  St.  7885701 

Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon)  338-8447 

Harry's  Place,  45  Essex  St.  482-9040 

Boston  Ramrod,  1254  Boylston  St.  266-2986 

Jacques,  79  Broadway  338-9066 

Kimmles  Disco,  237  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.  354-8166 

Napoleon  Club,  52  Piedmont  St.  3387547 


Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis  02601 
New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic 
Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970 
The  Women's  Bookstore,  1087  Main,  01603 
Women's  Meeting  House,  89  Downing  St.  01610 

STUDENT _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (41 3) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield 
01201,  Berkshire  County  Info  447-7818 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Help  Line  664-6391 . 664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People’s  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  586-5979 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 

WOMEN _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United 

33  Pearl  St.,  Pittsfield,  01 201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082,  774-5464 
Women’s  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91.1  FM)  545-2876 

Womonfyre  Books  586-6445 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

STUDENT _ 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 

S.U,  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72, 06501 
M-F  8-11  pm 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
Gay  Youth 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St„  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103 
NAMBLA/CT 


522-5575 

624-6869 

624-6869 

522-2646 

249-7691 

547-1281 

624-6869 


WOMEN 


Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 
Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268 
Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105 
Shorelinewoman 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103 
Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040 
Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 
Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457 
Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510 


486-4738 

522-2763 

747-5451 

481-3575 

525-2382 

646-4900 

486-4738 

347-9411 

436-2488 


STUDENT 


Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031 ,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-941 1 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College  442-7458 

P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale 

Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  061 17 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457 
Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P  O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dlgnlty/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Harttord,  P.O.  Box  3681. 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 


523-4841  x-267 
347-9411 


522-2646 


787-1518 

522-5575 


777-9808 ' 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

748-5341 


Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 
Moonseed  (counseling) 


436-8354 

727-0379 


Rhode  Island  (401) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Gay  Help  Line 

751-3322 

Box  5671 .  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903 

8pm-midnight 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I.. 

728-9269 

Box  6563.  Providence  02940 

728-6023 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 

331-2047 

WOMEN 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Women’s  Center, 
186  Meeting  St..  Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912  863-2189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

STUDENT _ 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49.  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Providence  Gay  Youth  Group  272-9247 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861  724-0132 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 
MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 

handicapped),  Rev  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301  485-3144 

Nashua  Area  Gays.  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  888-1305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521 ,  Concord  03301  485-5770 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301;  Concord  224-3785, 
746-3339;  Portsmouth  431-1541;  Nashua  889-1416 
Keene  339-4327 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301 

MEN _ 

Central  N.H.  Men's  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301  228-8049 

Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 

WOMEN _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club, 

40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 


WOMEN 

All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta  A 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W  20th  St  10010  741-2610 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St.  924-2970 

'  Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  932-0216  (eves) 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students’  Group 

Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435,  Van  Brunt  Sta. 

Brooklyn  11215  255-5969,499-1060 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  Box  834,  Brooklyn,  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense.  132  W.  43rd.  10036  944-9488 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists. 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta..  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

National  March  on  Washington 

29  W.  21st  St.,  2nd  fl„  10010  924-2970 

RELIGIOUS 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple. 

348  W.  14th  St..  10004 
Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah, 

55  Bethune  St.  10014 
Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society. 

GPO  Bex  1549,  10001 
Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  McQueen 
277  W.  10th  St.  9F,  10014  596-3839,  242  5549 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  1001 1  242-1212 


MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance 

Box  294,  10014 

WBAI  Gay  Rap 

598-2597 

674-6004 

STUDENT 

New  York  U.  Gay  People’s  Union 

Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Men’s  Health  Project 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 

Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 
Identity  House 

Institute  For  Human  Identity 

National  Gay  Health  Collective 

55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010 

691-6969 

688-0628 

243-8181 

799-9432 

725-0114 

242  6616 

929-9498 

869-3050 

688-0628 

989-6653 


STUDENT 


463-3966 

862-4296 


(eves)  338-6819 
387-GAYS 
or  (603)  756-4226 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 
Women’s  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

Maine  (207) 

Bates  Gay/Sttaight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  04011 

Center  for  Being,  8  Rocky  Hill  Estates 
Brunswick  04011 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 
92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 
c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
561 D  Brighton  Ave,  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 


New  Jersey  (201) 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  988-9510 


Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box  337,  Irvington  07111  755-9053 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 
Box  137  Convent  Sta.  07691  762-6217 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 
Box  1734,  South  Hackensack  07601  343-6402 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  753-0618 

Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 


Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pat  Freeman, 
Box  218,  Kearny  07032 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042, 

Allwood  St.,  Clifton  07012 
National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
Organization  for  Gay  Awareness 
Box  41 ,  Orange  07050 

Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91, 
College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903 


998-1023 

746-6196 

932-7886 


775-1946 

863-1236 

862-4296 


729-1750 


Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U,  UNH 
Durham  03824 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 
Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (802) 

Andrews  Inn,  Bellows  Falls 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt, 

Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
Middlebury  Gay  Men's  Support  Group 
Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 


New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968  (516)  324-2468 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  713  Monroe  Ave. 

Rochester  14607  (716)271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley.  (716)  244-8640 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p  m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

(315)  475-6857 


(716)  831-2179 


(518)  465-9246 
(516)  826-0600 
(518)  462-6138 


Syracuse  13202 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 
111  Talbert  Hall  14260 
Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201) 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 
(gay  peer  counseling) 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)  427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-5198 

WOMEN _ 

Bisexual/Gay  Women’s  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Herizon  —  A  Woman’s  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEN 


Rochester  Gay  Men’s  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men’s  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 

Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm)  (914)948-4922 

RELIGIOUS _ 

(Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054  (518)439-9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House. 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  621 P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Fellowship  of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 
528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  SUNY  Stony  Brook 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462  6 138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  1 3202  (31 5)  475-6857 


(607)  256-6482 

(716)  244-8640 

(716)275  6181 
(516)420-2134 
(516)246-7943 


New  York  City  (21 2) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass  n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
10  W.  76th  St.  10023  873-5572,  799-9432 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979, 10011  691-7950 

Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,866-6651 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014  595-1445 

Gay  History  Archive.  Box  2,  Village,  10014  473-5884 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St: 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St.,  1001 1 
Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages,  P  O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  744-2785 

Girth  and  Mirth  Club  734-7748 

North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop. 

15  Christopher  St  255-8097 

Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 

487 A  Hudson  St.  10014  741-2247 

West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St.  242-4140 


MED|A _ 

Northeast  ALIVE,  262  Central  Ave.  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  465-0423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left.  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 


PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG, 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERV¬ 
ICE  TO  THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE  ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED 
SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO  SUPPORT  THIS 
LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
(S10/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN’T). 


Calendar 

weekly  events 

*********  ****** 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  (with  Info  #s):  volley¬ 
ball  266-2147;  running  825-0181;  swimming 
227-5363;  tennis  744-5498;  scuba  899-7630; 
fencing  731-6344;  biking  275-1336;  basketball 
236-1914;  rollerskating  625-3314. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events:  basketball,  swimming,  volleyball  and 
running.  Info:  327-2620. 

Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  instruments  and  sign  up  at 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8 
$2. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Boston's  Other  Voice," 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the 
gay  community.  News,  Interviews,  calendar, 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM) 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  Informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 


Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women’s 
programming.  Music,  Ideas,  announcements. 
Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com-; 
menu..  (WMBR-FM  88  1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  talents  and 
Instruments  and  sign  up  at  the  door.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  7:30pm.  *2.  All 
are  welcome. 

Orleans,  MA  — 'Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 


Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin 
good  li  E7Vpm  ,hlrd  Sun'  ®reen  River  Ca,e'  °s 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 

women.  2:30pm  _ 

Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 


monday 


Boston, MA  —  Woman  energy  la  needed  to 
help  prepare  this  year's  TAKE  BACK  THE 
NIGHT  march:  to  bring  public  attention  to  the 
violence  directed  against  all  women  regard¬ 
less  of  sexual  preference,  age,  race,  econo¬ 
mic  class  or  able-bodledness,  at  all  times  but 
especially  at  night.  General  meetings  every 
Monday  evening  at  the  Harriet  Tubman 
House,  566  Columbus  Ave.  (near  Mass.  Ave.; 
Northampton  T  stop).  7pm.  Come  work  with 
us  on  media  stuff,  posters,  flyers,  outreach, 
public  relations,  and  the  rally.  Info:  Rle  at  (617) 
277-7145  (leave  message  if  answering 
machine  answers). 

Watertown, MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month 
at  7:15pm  sharp.  During  July  and  August 
these  meetings  will  be  held  at  249  Watertown 
St.  (Rt.  16).  Info:  542-5188.  Mailing  address: 
PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02140. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 
M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  825-0181. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 

,  Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


tuesday 


Boston, MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  is  having  a  new  per¬ 
son's  orientation  meeting  every  week.  This  is 
a  chance  for  newcomers  to  meet  and  talk  in  a 
small  group.  7pm.  128A  Tremont  St.  4th  floor 
(across  from  Park  St.  T  stop).  lnfo:338-9472 


Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  And  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475. 

Hertford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 


Wednesday 


Boston,  MA  — ■  Boston  Tea  Party  2Vi.  Meeting 
at  38  Dartmouth  St.  7pm.  To  organize  the  re¬ 
sponse  of  the  community  to  the  loss  of  our  .  .  « 

liaison  to  the  mayor's  office.  All  interested  INUrSOSV 
people  welcome.  u  w  / 

Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground* 

Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  AM 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22. 7-9pm.  128A 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info:, . 
BAGLY  338-9472_or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen-; 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Havlland' 
St.  (near  Auditorium  .stop).  267-7573. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Cambridge  Women's  Cen¬ 
ter  invites  all  women  to  INTRODUCTORY,  an 
informal  discussion  group  concerning  our 
common  experiences  as  women,  which  meets 
every  Wednesday  evening  at  46  Pleasant  St.  at 
8pm.  July/August  topics  include:  Love,  lust, 
and  like;  Celibacy,  Bisexuality,  Foremothers 
and  Ageism.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  at  7:30pm  every  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Info:  471-8404. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media: 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679., 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Billtls.  35  + 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly, 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86t 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  lnfo:  599-5928. 
Providence,  HI  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Boston.MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern's 
social/sport  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
and  their  friends,  meets  every  Wednesday  at 
266  Ell  Center.  7pm. 

Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Billtis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
NEEDS  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY.  PROOFREADING  BEGINS 
5-ISH  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  7:30. 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
426-4469. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis  Club.  Food,  disco,  rap 
sessions  and  games.  9pm-4am  every  Thurs¬ 
day.  79  8roadway  St.  (Bay  Village)  in  the 
Downtown  Club.  Gay  club  for  everyone  18  and 
over.  $3  membership.  Info:  338-8831. 
Boston.MA  —  North  American  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  will  meet  every  2nd 
Thursday  of  the  month  at  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop,  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.  T  stop) 
8pm.  (Except  during  July  and  August.  Next 
meeting  Sept.  9).  Info:542-0144. 

Boston.  MA  -  Boston  AreaLfsblan and  Gay 
History  Prolect.  7:30pm.  Info-'* 26-7351. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  810pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Brockton, MA  —  Brockton  Area  Gays  meet  on 
the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of  the  month. 
7pm.  Info:  Phil  583-8447. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  Is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 

Worcester,  MA  —  “Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  Interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW,  91.3FM. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  810pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


friday 


BOSTON,  MA  -  WE  NEED  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  GCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  COME 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  6 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES!!!  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK 
ST.) 

Hertlord,CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  gay  and  lesbian  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center  (upstairs),  350  Farmington  Ave. 
Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sexual 
Minorities. 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  4982425, 

Concord,  NH  —  Central  NH  Men's  Support 
Group.  Meets  every  Friday  eve  at  67  Thorndike 
St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 


Saturday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-ln  center  and 
occasional  trips/activities  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-22.  1pm  on.  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  sta.)  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  3389472  (esp  Wed  &  Thurs  eves)  or 
4289371  (eves). 


comins  events 


aug  2  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Task 
Force  meeting  at  7pm,  Now  office,  99  Bishop 
Allen  Dr.  (Central  Square)  New  members 
welcome. 


5  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Tom  Wilson,  a  forefather  in 
non-sexist,  proud,  gay  men's  music,  will  be  In 
concert  at  Oasis.  Maxine  Feldman's  coffee¬ 
house  with  entertainment.  355  Boylston  St. 
(chapel  entrance)  Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No 
one  admitted  after  8.  Everybody  welcome.  $5. 


. Cambridge,  MA  —  Cambridge  Women's 
Center  informal  discussion  series.  Tonight- 
bisexuality.  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm.  Info: 
354-8807. 


6  thurs 


BOSTON  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  HELP  WITH 
PROOFREADING  AND  LAYOUT.  SEE  THURS¬ 
DAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Boston,  MA  -  Meeting  tor  people  who  want 
to  work  at  the  Cauldron  Experlmenta  Theatre. 
There’s  lots  of  room  for  artistic  visions  to 
happen  in  this  space,  and  we  need  people  to 
help  us  network,  produce,  and  build  a  lesbian/ 
gay  theater  space.  7:30pm.  22  Randolph  St. 
(near  Dover  T  stop,  off  Harrison).  Info: 
427-2487  mornings  or  8788819. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Mahoosuc 
Trail  Hike.  Info:  Bliss  (603)  883-5583. 

Boston,  MA  —  Community  meeting  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Tea  Party  2 Vs  Committee.  Dis¬ 
cussion  of  options  for  further  action  on  the 
issue  of  a  lesbian/gay  liaison  in  city  hall. 
BAGLY  offices,  4th  floor,  128A  Tremont  St. 
7pm.  Show  your  strength  and  bring  your 
Ideas! 

Brockton,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance.  Social/supper  every  other 
Thurs.  Info:  583-8447. 


7  fri 

BOSTON,  MA  -  GCN  NEEDS  HELP  SEND¬ 
ING  OUT  THE  PAPER.  REALLY!  SEE  FRIDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS.  ITS  FUNI 
Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Sensibility  in  the  Arts. 
Gallery  show  through  Aug.  8  (sculpture, 
fabric,  photos  and  drawings).  Tonight:  dance 
by  Pat  DeAngelis,  poetry  and  music.  Gallery 
opens  at  7pm.  Show  begins  at  8.  22  Randolph 
St.  (near  Dover  T  stop,  off  Harrison).  $2  dona¬ 
tion.  Into:  876-8819,  9-1 1am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Studio  Red  Top.  Jazz  women  in 
concert  series.  Tonight:  Bougainvillea,  a 
women’s  jazz  quintet.  367  Boylston  St.  4th 
floor.  9pm.  S3.  BYOB.  Infor.  262-5328. 


8  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Sensibility  In  the  Arts: 
gallery  show  (drawings,  photos,  mixed  media 
sculpture,  and  fabric  work)  and  poetry  and 
music.  Gallery  opens  at  7.  Show  begins  at  8. 
22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  T  stop,  off  Harri¬ 
son)  S2  donation.  Info:  876-8819,  9-1 1am. 


Boston,  MA  —  Falling  down  and  Flying: 
lesbian  theater  workshop,  a  variety  of  exer¬ 
cises  In  metaphor  and  imagination.  Wear 
clothes  that  are  comfortable  for  moving 
Irckuuttion  requested.  I SOp 876-8819  between 
9  and  11am. 

9  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Community  Center  Harbor 
Island  trip  and  barbeque.  Leaving  Commercial 
Wharf  for  Georges  Island  at  Noon.  Get  there 
early  to  buy  tickets  (Bay  State  Cruises).  Bring 
food  and  drink.  Utensils  and  watermelon 
supplied.  $1  donation  for  members;  $2  for 
non-members. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women's  Non-competitive 
Softball.  Magazine  Field.  Memorial  Dr.  and 
Magazine  St.  (across  from  Stop  'n  Shop).  All 
women  welcome.  3:185:15pm.  Sponsored  by 
DOB. 

Boston,  MA  —  Mudflre,  an  Improvlsational 
dance  workshop  for  women.  Pat  DeAngelis. 
10am-2pm.  Info:  864-7223. 

11  tues 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliancq.meal3  every  lues.  Info:  583-8447. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


